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: Perfor mMances' s. - 
which I thin wort = 
their reſpectiue Autor . 
Iam particularly. plead'd "3 
with ue th 8 
the by 
| 3 Pu * 
3 <2 1 much eee | 4 
Sn talk'd of uninterrupte 1 
Ve Suat ian, indelible. 3 and- authoritative _ 
= ng and Loofing. For, indeed, ] ſee nothing that nM 
Minifters have to do in the Solemmity of Ordination, Z 
4 er the Perſons Ordained have \publickly dedicates 8 
= | mſelues to: the ſacred Work, more than to de» 1 
13 4520 them. alſo:to he Miniſters of Je Jelus Chriſt, that 
| really were ſo antecedently to that Declaration; 


le followin 


and to recommend them to the Chriſtian People. by =o 
their Approbation, and to the Divine Ble(ſong.by = 
their conjoyn d importunate Prayer. To male them 0 ; 
Miniſters is no Part of their Duty, becauſe it. * 5 
9h Thee of their Power. Te 
at Aue eee, male Moniſters i evident 7 
becauf 2 | 
N ey cannot offibly dify any Perſon for the | 
g | Wok apes "ly qual x ahh endeavour it 
in the uſe proper Ma but they cannot infallibly 
| offet 16% 7} « Man Man be a Dunce, an Heretick, cr | 
4 ale can they -inſpire him with true Knowledge, ..=— 
and real Goodneſs. ? Or can Kone alan al ET. 
OR a Rerjens deſtitute ** boſe hin en 
e 7 = 1 
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| 8 to the Mori. of a Miniſter, with a- ang 
ſtance to Apoſtolick Divine Conſtitutions ? Beſides 
that fuch a ien is highly. prophaue, tis = : 
25 aud contradictious ;-as it ſuppoſes a Power t0 ap- 
int a Man to do what. he cannot do A Man can- 
not teach others what he doth net know himſelf. He 
cannot lead others in the wa ry of Chriſtian Virtue (as 
every Miniſter by the 5 Canon is indiſi ae, 
' bonnd to do) ſo long as he  himſelfis vlg 
tit Pouer of Vice | 
They cannbt efficacieuſl ly ſncline any beſſn 10 
undertake the work of the Miniſtry. And no Body 
that ever I heard o/ pretended to make that Man a 
Miniſter, that was reſolv'd he would not be one. Self 
Dedication is on al Hands Fig, to be neceſſary to 
* being a Miniſter. 4 Man 1 defire the 
of a Biſhop before he can be one. | 
2 if Man be difinclin'd to the Work, and ob- . 
flinately bent to another Courſe of Life ; can any Mor- 
ral give him a Turn? Who pretes wit? GOD 
can turn the Heart as the Rivers of B, l oth 1b 
exteeds all human Power. _ 
And conſequently in the 
III. Place, They cannot make- any Clrifiaw Peo- 
oe to approve, and accept, and invite this or that, or 
any other Perſon as their Miniſter, whether they will or 
no. This is manifeſtly more beyond their 15 
than the former. They that canuot 2 the me 
A a:particular Perſon, can n comma. 
Spirits of a Multitude. 
But can a Man be a Mini or, "wichowe any . 
#0:teach ? Can a Man be a Biſhop, and haue no Cure 
of Souls? Or can he inſtruci theſe that will not hear 
him? No ſurely. 
Fherefore *tis evident that M mere cannot make 
Miniſters. They muſt be made to their Hands, or 
Ordination by t ow. would . the  moſe infiguificaur 
ad tee hair 5 2 en of Hands . 
thereforę tion | 
W. ee 4 in the 
* tolick times. it was 8 an 2 ion, by which © 
the Holy G hoſt was convey d to the Perſons ordained, 
o inable them to work Miracles, for confir ming the 
Dorin wad d * ys often 2 
1 © 


hh S e , . MENS 1 
n ACE. 


** 


1 Miſſion ; . no the of 755 being g aide 7% i we 7; - - 
the infallible Conduct 0 Ghoſt in Is choice __ _—_ 
of the Perſons they jy er in the Divine Har. 
veſt. But for as much as now no Perſon is infallible, 1 
way fon can Authoritative) er fe fend another to execute ] 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. * The Reaſon _ 

25 as Becauſe no Man can be capable, by any _ = 
Rite or Ceremony whatſoever, "of being a Miniſter r 
' of Chriſt bur according to his Laws, he being quali- —_ 
ju as they in this Matter do ap im. And 70 Man 
de ver, without a ponies ular Inſpiration, 5 | 

pe e — 3 Man ts 9 qualify 
moſt pl. ro Proper of Faith and 22 

may be an Infidel an e i bis Ha., SS. 
Nu for os 70 woe this notwithſtanding, fda > Wo . 
Man's ders may be good, is Juſt as as good Senſe s ũ 
to ſah, a Man ma have Authority 2 40 what be TT 
cannot, at well a what he will do. c 0 
: But doth» nor the- Scripture {ay, Non 10. 15. 
5 How ſhall they preach except t ey be ſent? Tex >. - 78 
And undoubtedly tis a Sin to run bet” Er- _ 
rand, not being ſent by him; Ay, and 8 2 > "5. 
ture too. But that & O D doth ſex 25517 „ 7 
preach'the Goſpel, whom he hath qualified for 5 1 _ 
Work, and 228 to it, and to hom he offereth a „ 
| 40 Opportunity of doing this Vork, by the Call f _ * 2_ 
7 Ran Congregation, is evident from this one ngle 1 
. Coden Sc. that all the Minifters in the Vorll 
cannot forbid theſe Men to preach. © Which Truth the 


Reader will ſind ſtated, and confirnt'd i i the Sermon, 
to p which Frefer him. 


have no" Right t0 Sadr Sen front doing the 

ork. - If they have a Right,” they muſt have 

It ap gen God : But from him they cannot have it; be- 

cauſe Go p cannot order Inconfiftently with bon „ 

He cannot appoint Miniſters to withhold a Perſon from „ 

the doing that Mork, 5 calls him to do. 

Ni when a Man in an eſpecial manner fitted 1 „ nl 

the Work of the Miniſtry, ow "regularly inbited 8 

| ps rar from Congregation 0 perform it 10 f . 4 

| 75 2550 to 7 +/ with ſuch a Re- 

cool nd re rouge mfelf to that particular Ser- 

Dice; "tis reaſonably ſuppos” d he is hereunto mclin'd, 
he Hons mmm ; 
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be ordain d is asked, Do you truſt that you are in- 
wardly mov d by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you 
this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve Go p for the 
promoting his Glory, and the Edifying his People? 
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 pofition ; he hath no Reaſon in the World to doubt it; 


2 1 
e 
" — 


when drawing forth his Soul to the Hung or a ſee- 


the like. 


And 1 think" the Queſtion abov oueſeid it plain 
Acknowledgment, that the Biſhops have no Power to 


45 * N appear to be moved by the Hol hoſt to undertake 
| "8 them. And,moſt certainly, ſuch they cannot refuſe. The 
= Plain and manifeſt Conſequence whereof is this, That 
what Miniſters have to do-in what we are wont to 
2 of te their Judgment, this or that Perſon 1s fitted 


People; and to recommend him to their Reſpe 
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markably here are the Words in the 8 for order- 
ing of Prieſts ; The A reh-Deacon, or bis en 
ui to the Biſhop, © 
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* Prieſthood. 8 


The Biſho 1 555 epics . es 898 
Take heed t e Perſons ye . unt 3. us, be 
=  , _aptand meet, for their Learning and 5 XY 

_ lation, to exerciſe their Miniſtry due 1 tothe 
Honour of Go p, and the Editying of his Church.” 
be Arch-Deacon Anſwers. 

I have enquir'd of them, and alſo examin'd chem, 
and I think them ſo to be. $4 


A e in the Form For 0 ordering 07. Deer | = . 
_ Church of England preſcrib'd, and uſed, the Perſont to 


Ad the Perſon Anſwers, I truſt ſo. | Ir 
_ And if the Caſe be, in Truth ,according 20 the Jugs 


w more than a rich generous Man hath to queſtion | 
FE whether,orno, he be directed by the good Spirit of Gob, 


ing Man when he inclines to be Eyes to the Bli »0r 


ordain any one to Eccleſiaſtical 0 eg, that does not 


call Ordination, is to declare that, according to the 
and called of GoD to be a Miniſter to this, a He, 


Obſervance in the 2 De 7 of his 95 1 e 5 
importunately to beg of the AE er of Afſembli ies 
to vouchſafe him his Aſſiſtance an ] dec eptance. Re- 


ken Father in Gop, I . unto you 2 
theſe Perſons preſent,” to * e to "he we: - 


Then the Biſhop, . 
| iter due xamination, | we find not to the 
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contrary N55 har. they. be money D to "their : 
Function and Miniſtry; and that they be Perſons 
meet for the ſame. But yet if there be any of you | 
Who knoweth any Impediment or notable Crime L 
in any of them, for the which he ought not to be 
receiv'd into this Holy Miniſtry; let him come 
forth in the Name of Go b and 985 "what Gn . 
Crime and Impediment is. 
| 4. Fromtheſe Words tis plain, 
i I. That the Church Eng End acknowled es, 5 
tis neceſſary that the Perſon to be ordain d le fit for 
the Miniſtry, and by the Holy Ghoſt inclined. to un. 
dertake it, in pay to his Fog awfully admitted | 
Into that Office. 
II, That with re 2; unto fuch Fi meſs and ſuch 4 
pi jousInclination,the rdainers 705 not upon imalli- 
Je Certainty,but only upon probable Conjetture. That,, 
III. Suppoſing they are not impos'd upon, the Per- 
ont to be ordained are lawfully called o their. Fun. 
_ Etion and Miniſtry, antecedently to the e laying, 
his. Hands upon them. | 
| IV. That in Ca + they ſhould be mi as 10 the SR 
þ Matters mention d, tis the Duty of "al "7. I ES 
2 — if able, to detect the Prevarication a | 
228 f ſuch Perſons, in order to prevent the 
Biſhop's 5 . ſuch at, by the Laws of Chriſt, 
hv uo 5 80% ſt Claim to Orders. 
ior . uly acknowledging Foe declaring, | 
that ” the K erſons to be ordained, a ns Hoey not to be 
ſuch as the Examiner thought, and as the ' Biſhop 
inp his Recommendation charizah hoped, they ought. 
not to be admitted; That is, that he the Biſhop had 
no- Ri en to 2 5 5 of 
Which is full Proof 6 what I int egimming a 
ſerted, that Ordainers do no more in Ordination, than 
1 execute the Will of Chriſt, in receiving 8 
| gs.” fuch as his Miniſters, as he , by his pe cular 
if FD and Favour, had made ſuch to their wie: 
That herein they do but pay a Debt to the Maſter and 8 
his Family, which they cannot without Di pages N * 
and Injuſtice NE, Te That in doing this, they do .. 
really give no Authority 70 the Perſons; ordain d; OO 
how much ſoever they may raiſe * Eſteem, and fa- _ 
oo their Uſefulneſs. 2 1 3 
ic 
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Te PREFACE 


pat therefore the-Church meaneth, 5 r. 5 


to * Perſons, as ſhe ſuppoſeth to. be "moved by -the 
'T 


Ghoſt, to'take upon them the Office of a Deacan, 
thou Authority | to read the C x”, c. any 
further than Jecuring em from the Penaltles of cer= . 


_ Statutes to be 5 icted upon thoſe that ſhall ven- 


publicly to miniſter. in the Church of England 


ow ſuch Allowance, and'intitling em to the Pri- 
vileges and Encouragements provided for Perſons 


fied, by the Hoe; # nd can tell us undoubted * 8 


| when 1 hal think fit. art, I bets —BD 
And now, if any 2 72 the thin 


granted, Ordination may every whit as well 7 


one, as uſed ; I utterl ert, . *Tis a laudable and 


0 > ir eful Cuſtom, founde upon 0. preſerve O- 
1 


85 the more firmly in t 


preuent th e Fae — 2 and bold Pre- 
tenders, io encourage and engage them. 

Diſcharge" their Duty. But 

as to the 2bſolate Neceſſity of Ordination 54 Mn. 
ſters in an uninterrupt Line of Succeſſion from 
the Apoſtles, and a Capacity thereby obtain d for au- 
thoritative Bleſſing, aud Abſolving the People, or 
withholding the Divine Bleſſing from them; he 


: Aertion of ſuch blaſphemous Abſurdities 150 ſo- 


 lidly andarrefragably confuted by the Right Reverend 


the Lord Biſhop of Ban gor, (uh has fo remarkably 


'  diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in >" glorious Cauſe. of - _ 5 


in Church and State) in his late Preſervative again 
the Principles and Practices of the Non poor _ 


there is nothing for me to add to what his Lor 


there ſaid; Sc. Pag. 49. Cc. I thought 2 


thing, by way of Proteſtation, againſt . one 


another, por account of different" Apprehenfions as to 


the Sence aud Meaning of Holy ns, about things | 
| _ us inthis State of Davineſe; we efarily Myſterious, 


and perhaps for ever zucomprehen ut I muſt con- 
„ With. hearty Prayers to GO D, that theſe _ | 
— Fort 15 br 338 9 Ble and 


Peace. 1 
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have this Alan buy, As 8 
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— oye Sr the hidden Things 


* Word of God nah, hart | 
5 2 jr: . the Truth commendiz 
our * Fo to lan ' 


We. RN Av 5 FE ale hos 7 85 
ESL AG facred, and glorious Mini- 
DJ ſtry, with which he wẽðas 

l truſted And this he did not 
ſo much diſcover by aſſert- 

ins che Excellency of it in 

2 chbeſoregoing Chapter; as 
A by a ſuitable Deportment 

himſelf, expteſſed in 

g Word; hich every one that truly ſerves | 

in the Set his 58 (tho" not a8 51 

e h ; | 

Thus he | ; 

- he mad le of it ; and I E bine — 

** 1 and deceitful Porters; who en- 2 ot 

Gn poil the Fruit of his Labours by fink- 11. 13. 
og. his Cred i wich thoſe « on a WRO, he had be- 
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gain a Point. They {1 5 


Goſpel ; and paſs damning Sentence on the Gen- 


ſubmit to that Lok 


back that part of it which was molt againſt them, 


* 7 5 
1 
+ 
24 


ſingular Manner indear'd to him. | 


1 Theſf, 80 V Life, - 
11 


ij. 10. that he did not give them thoſe real Advantages 


"2; {bit bird, Which ily wou'Qhave barn glen to | 
uy tax 


| aggravate and improve. They cou d not ju 
7 . h 


bim, as he con'd them, with 9 
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y and unlay, lay and do any Thing to 
fo [eaſed len, as not to be 
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very People, whom his Labours of Love had in a 
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which did not becoine the Goſpel. If che wou'd. 
ſpeak the Ttyth, all they EN him, 'F d Ne-. 
thing elſe, * might. then appear as an nl, 
 Gop, IDC CA, Jeſus; and they them 5 
ar” WB 1 Brutes and Devils. 
we The? that Truth, naked Truth, Wn 1 
Friend of theirs; 5 And therefore, accordin, 60 
the then antient, (cho not very laudable) Cuſtgrr 
| - the Cuſtom of all Ages; they mult have Noni 
11 to Slander. . One while they paint the Man, 1 
5 G5 reſolve to hunt down, in ſome of their . 
ours ; as one that was crafty and ee 3, 
bf fo ot the People by fair Promiſes, and 5 
cious pretences; Tho” at other Times he muſt be 
repreſented 45 Weak and contemptible, rude and 
iterate, a very, Fool and à Babpler; Try it © EN 
aching the Goſpel he made no Shew of che 
Wiſdom pd Eloquence whickt hey admit d. Now. TN 
they deſeribe Him as an Enemy to” the "Commands 
of the Law; and anon as an Enemy to the Liber- ” 
= I the Goſpel. Out of that great Variety,” 
| * oat , Inverition furniſh 'd them, they in 
FF: 8 hoice of fuch Calumny as wou'd* Hell "an- 
ſer the preſent Occaſion. Whilſt they guik | 
their, own Vices, they blacken'd his. my 
giving invidions Turns to whatever he hg or- "ai 
When they preach'd Chriſt, *twas. not lincerely, 
25 out of, Srife nd 8 _ 4 05 add : 
iction to his Bo ey 10-Preac | ut, Ss. 
at the ſame Time e to preach ves!” * Rf L x 
Tn vs,.-many were the Trials he dane 5 155 
| Faith and Patience, and Tempeations to draw him 
: off from his Duty. But he remain'd firm and im- 
moveable. He acted from other, and thoſe, far b 
more honourable, Views and Principles, than thoſe . 
of his Accuſers. He had a juſt Senſe of the Her- 1 
cy of Go», by dog him mto the Miniſtry ; who 


d | was before a Blaſhhemer, | og «Þerſecutor, (and 1 Tim 1. 
ſo an e Perlon) a becoming Regard 12, 13. 
to the Dignity and- Bein of 155 and to the Eye, 


ent of G 0D. He Ludied to, approve 
Hin lk de boch to G8 b and Man, in t che e 


of that — Truſt committed to him. n 
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r = REF I We — thn is Mituſtry, 
| (Authority, with an Obligation to preach the Goſs 
pel). as we have received Mercy ue faint not 
(We don't ſhrink from our Duty in the Diſcharge 

of it); hut have. renounc'd the hidden Things of 

Difhoneſty, (or hidden Things of Shame, 'T 1 
bY 26 arkneſs to 85 them) ; not w wine 
in Craftineſs, (not pretending one g 
mean another), nor handling the Word of GT 0D, | 
deceitfully, (Io as to ſerye thoſe Ends Tk 3 11 
don't think fit to own), but by Maniſeſtation of 
the Truth, (the Truth of Cop in his Yard, the 
Truth h in my own Heart), Se K 0 7 pb: 
to every May's Conſcience in the tof G GD, 
(to every Man's impartial Thouches as one acti 
| continually, under a powerſul and afteQing Remem 
1 brance of the great d archer and Judge of Hearts.) 
AND here (my Reverend Brethren) we have 
a bri ht Example leſt us, both for our Direction 2 
eee Ai the Exerciſe of that Mi- 
11 01 10 oF ri N of 185 6 b. 2 com- 
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the Name 6 y. Commiſſion from 


ny him. ”Fis a Mines of of his « Whrd and Ordinances ; 72 Cor. v. 


Whatever we: {ay dr do muſt be by Virtue of his 20. 
Warrant. So far as We fail herein we don't a& Matt- 
s. his Miniſters ; nor ſhall we be om d by: him: Xvi. - 
Tis a Miniſtry in Sacred Things; the Things of 19/ 2 
God; not the Things of the World: Things 8 
wherein we have more immediately to do Key, of Be. 


him; though the Subordination of other Things to 
Jon no ſmall Part of 12 Defign of this Miniſtry. 


THis Miniſtry it Spiritual. It is not im- Cor, 
en Meats and Drinks, and ii, 2 
divers 8 Here s no killing of 


855 offering 8227 up as «Sacrifices to G op: 


o eating 1 nor ſprinkling their Blood; 
heſe. carnal Ordinances belong d to the Mini- 
Fas of the Law, and are aboliſffd: with it. We 


have no Place for 2 Jewiſh Altar in the Chtiſti- I'S 
an, Church. Under the Goſpel no Sacrifices-are - -* > 
acceptable, but thoſe of Prayer and Praiſe, hum» * 42 


bis and grateful, ſubmiſſive and obedient. Spirits 
e are on t Confi 3 of Mercies receivd 
2 2. 5: . reſent our Bodies a living Rom. xil; 


0 GO pct hole, and To acceptable - 11 10 I £ 
Eu han obs oo 4 - 
that were {lain. | the, 3 of the Law, ever 


were, or could be. So reaſonable is the Ser- 


vice we have now to. perform. Aud che 


of a Goſpel Miniſtry is to engage the People in of- 
pu. ah Ok a | 
an 


ritual Sacrifices. © We are to 
raiſe. with them, end or. them; o -» BA 
Gon, as well 25 Go D $ 2 11400 e 


We are to b 


Surrender of himſelf to Go p, to ſerve him in 
Sirit and in Truth, in the Exerciſe and Improve- 1 
menl of the moſt noble Powers: and Faculties of 
his Soul; to abound in all the Fruits of NMghteouſ- 
aich are the Fruits of n 


ner ſpeak them in his Name; &8&D; 
publiſh his Will, and their Doty ; ſo that: prod Fr n 
i 3 is purely Spiritual. We have to do with 
_ Gon, THO AP e Man about the 
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22, 5 [s Der ance. 2H f 
oY UNDER hy i ME, the Spiritual Meaning 
2 : of the Lay (which Was very much hid and vail 4 


| 2Cor-ilt.; in the Letter,) is laid open, and let in! a clear Light. 
23,118. Tis made evident, that Curie 


Y "is the End of the. 
a, _—_ Law. GOD who um, the Light to ſhine 

. v. % of Darkneſs; at firſt ſhin d in the Hearts of the 
f Apoſtles, thoſe extraordinary Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, to give the Light of the K ares, A of” the Glo- 
75 of GO Di the Face of that bleſſed Redeemer' 

EDO 1 00 us; as well as to them. What they receivd b 
- Inſpiration from GOD they proclaimd to the 
World; and ofter'd convincing Proofs that they ſo 
Vd it; Their extraordinary Commiſſion dad 
e Seal of Miracles affix d to it. The 1 

rit himſelf gave ample "Demonſtration that the 

had indeed' (as they rofeſs d to have). the Mind 


. x Cor. it, of Go p reveaFd'to them. Arid we, who now 5 


4. 5, 10, giſtet in holy Things, have the Kin Mind of 
rg hg Go b before us in his Word]; leſt us by the Apo- 
TP ſtles; as our People alſo babe. We haye 2 
— Power, nor Will (T hope) to engrofs it to 
E „ felves; but are to ſpread the Knowledge of it al ve 
2 Cor. ii, can: Such Knowledge as was not found in che 
14. Prieſts Lips for the People under che Law. 
Tur 1 aue have it a Miniſtry of wy 
— Light aud of the warmeſt” Love. Tis 4 
of Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father, and” 
= ah Lobo of Souls: A Miniſtry of the Go 
1 * and ſo a Miniſtry of the Grace of Go p in % 
Ass xx, Chriſt's Ws io bteou [neſs and. Le; 1 
24 a Nbniftry of Adio an Embaſſy of Peac 
2 Cor. iii. to 2 guilty World, upon Terms worthy of BER 0 5 
is 
Brem. 7 that the miſerable Children of Pe ane 6 and! 


rath may become the happy Friends aud Frbon- 


rites of Heaven. *Tis a Means, a Method of Grace # 
to make them like their Creator, and engage t them 
to love and fear, ſerve and enjoy him; to build 
them up in Holineſs and Comfort unto Eternal 
Life. In order to theſe great Ends, We, who haye 
this a are not to exerciſe Dominion over” 


their 


ſ 


* 


"an D 


W 


their Fock or lay our own Commands upon en EY 
or the Commands of other Men; but to aſſiſt their 
Underſtandings (the beſt we can) in the Search k 
the $5,997 e e to put them in Remembrance —_ 
of what they know, and teach them to obſerve-all 
Things whatſoever our Lord has commanded + We Matt. 
are to ſtir up their Aﬀections towards him; to ent xxviũi. s 
courage, and help chem on in their Chriſtian Way, | 
| and Warfare. : | 
" | Ws are not of 5 dabvat Lafliciene . theſe 2 Cor. c. | 
| Thindd but in the due Exerciſe of, and Attens 16. 1 5 
dance upon our Miniſtry, G o v:is with us; i eee 
as Workers together with him, we are 16 beſeech vi. 1.5 
them not to receive his Grace in dain; but to work Ph. ii. x2. 
- out their own Salvation in Hope and with Fear und 
Trembling; in the Uſe of all appointed Means. He 
has not only fill d our W with the moſt poẽw-w ; ... 
erful Arguments; but adds the moſt powefful Aſſi- 
ſtances,under this glorious and laſting Diſpenſation 
ol Grace, whereof we are Miniſters, The Goſpel 
ö ocker Relpect, a 
" F. of the e 5 1A RO FS "nl 
* : ; "yy 23 1 * 2 * 6 2 11. 
13 II. 1 am next to enquire into The 1 1 
o this Miniſtry ; in Oe . Lis 9 9 — 0 
R Us have - *.. 


5 es 
he Apoſiles had To cada ag W Work al- 
Aan them; and anſwerable Qualiſi wrad 
-which, with their Commiſſion, they — more 
immediately from ſeſus Chriſt: himſelf. © Yet their 
Miniſtry was in the general Nature of it, the ſame 
with ours. We have Authority with an Obligation 
to preach the Goſpel, and upon the fame Beſign. 
But theres no Neceſſity chat the COT. 
ſhould be juſt the ſame; | And tis certain that the 
S8 0p, who does nothing in vain, has order'd it 
otherwiſe. He has, one Way or other, determin d 
_ * © Whatever is neceſſary; nor has he left the Subject 
of our preſent: Enquiry ſo = in rhe dark, as 
ſome deſigning Men have been willing to place it. 
If we have ſo much Regard: to this great Father f 
"Ny n our: Oy" to receive. e / 


7 


ü 7 — us from his Wor, in 8 with 


the Nature and Reaſon of Things, I conceive, we 
need not be very much at a Loſs to underitand 
how the Miniſters of the. Golpel may now. be 
known.to themſelves and others. To me, at leaſt, 


the following State ant the n hath no PENN! ot — 


. 2 of Truch. 
3 I. TIs the Will of Chriſt, our Maſter in FER 
ttutat the Church, (which is his Body, of which he 


haas the moſt tender Care) ſhould have its 


Pph. 5. enlarg d, and its Mane * LI in 9 molt | 


„ 19 8 Faith. 


niſtry ſhould be continued in the World, as good 
ch. 4-12, for. he Uſe of ed: ing; and conſequently. that 
Os. 1 e —_— 


„it is needful that it ſhou'd obtain in every 
Place and Age: That ſo the Earth might be KI 
with the Knowledge of his Truth and Glory, as 
the Waters cover the Bottom of the Seas, and eve 
one bleſt with the Savour of it. ' Whilſt on Earth 
he taught his Diſciples to pray for the Enlargement 


Mat. 6. of the Kingdom of Grace, (% Kingdom come, wy 


TOs Mill be done in Earth as it is in Heaven) which Pe- 


titions are leſt on Record, with the reſt, as Part of | 


our ſacred Directory. When we thus pray, we 
ming 2 Deſire moſt agreeable to the Will of the 
and of the Son; Who juſt before he af- 


ſcended into Heaven, left a Comemiſl on with thoſe 


firſt Diſciples, then Apoſtles, not for themſelves 
only, which runs in the moſt comprehenſive Terms 


able, Co je into all the World, and preach 


Go} 770 co Creature. And he bleſt the 


onate Deſign with a Promiſe; which has 


5 TE thought to intimate, that That 'Commiſſion 
* not, in the Subſtance of it, to expire with the 


Apoltles; 33 


2. T1 86. therefore his Will that a Golpa Mi- 


: + For the Game Reaſon it inf af. = his | 
Will, that this Miniſtry ſhould be as extenſive as 


„„ ,F ma 'be. In order to ſerve the above-mention'd Pur- 
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* 4 Ke 6 In p d . Eo i er FUE Ss a; 
| Apoſtles; Aud lo, I am with jeu alway, even to Mat. 


2 the End of the World.” ä e eee 
Tx thisglorious Miniſtry does really extend a8, 29. 
no farther, is (I conceive) no more agreeable to 
his will, than the abounding of Sin under ſuch a 
Miniſtry ; and where Grace doth fo much abound. 
Contempt of the Goſpel is always diſpleaſing to 
him. And he is always pleas'd with the Publica- 
| tion, and Succeſs of it; and that we ſhould do all! 
i we can, in our ſeveral Stations, to farther each of 
theſe: Though he does not in Wiſdom fee fit to ET 
ſtiir up all his Power tb accompliſn whatever he de- 
clares, and we are bound to believe, to be his Il? 
and hath ſometimes (though not always) ſent his 
on” from wor ru judg'd 5 881. 
= thy of it, to a People more prepar d to receive it, 
e eb 6b = Pr paebap. xx + 
pd bring orch the Frais ef , dene 
4. Mo EO VRR, tis the Will of Chriſt, that no 
Man ſhou'd have this Miniſtry that is not in ſome 
Mieaſure qualified for it, and called to it; and ſo likely 
to ſerve the proper Ends of that Sacred Inſtitution. 
For we may de ſure, (o wife an Agent, defisging to 
Work by Means, and not hy Miracles, would have 
thoſe Means ſome way proportionable to thoſe Ends. 
e OO PTY, ORR EET . YE: 3048 AE IE We 


* * * 1 7 * | 
8 r 
two ſorts; In- 
% 
2 : 5 4 a oh Þ | . o £ pe * 
r 
} Y | . 


1 
3 
E 
22 2 * 
4-5 
5 We 
LS 


- lt JF s 


* 


. 9 | Qual cations" are o, 
. | 81 of A © . 7 S 4+ 3 Fa £5 ESI * 
tellectual, and Moral. 


* 
4 HS STE Fa 


» 
- 


5 


n 


(i) In TIE LE erTvA i Qual fentiont, in ſome 
Degree, are neceſſary. A Miniſter of che Goſpel 
muſt be competently furniſſꝭd with Scripture- 
Knowledge for the Work he is to undertake. He 
muſt have ſome judicious Acquaintance with chat 
Sacred Form of Sound Morde, which the Apoſtles 2 Tim. I. 
have receiv'd from the Lord, and Rats 5 "7 
Churches. He' muſt be dt, be muſt” be able ko chii-2,24 
91 teach others; and therefore he muſt he one that ch. iii. 14 
2 has been taught, and bas learnt well himſelf. He 
ſhou'd not be an ignorant” Nice, that needs one 
to teach him which be the firſt Pyinciplef of the Heb. v. . 
Oracles of O D. Guides muſt not be Blind, nor ..13 
dark Souls be ſet up for the Lights of the World; 
"OBE 0 "EE MN eſpeci. 
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7 — 71 in ſuch an Age and Coun as 7 * 
by underſtand the Nature ITT eſign of the 
Gepe it ſelf, and of a Goſpel Miniſtry. He muſt 
ave Skill both to manifeſt and apply Truth; or 
| in the A © nao s Fhraſe) Rightly. 40 divide the 
2 Tim, Mord of Truth, as a Workman that needeth not 
i. 15. 0 be 4 75 He muſt be wiſe enough to give to 
: every ore his Portion in due Seaſon ; or he in ot 


nt to be a Steward of the 750 of Cod. 
Luke xii. HE, muſt be able, by ſour vine (or Do- 
42. rine whoſe whole 83 is to advance 


and Power of Religion) both to ex hort, and | 
Tit. i 29 convince the Gainſayers. ©. 8 
36/9" Anni think, I may be free to add, that he 
| | thou 1 be able to offer publick as well as more pri- 
des Sacrifices of Prayer and Thankſgiving, ſuita - 
ble to the Various Occaſions which preſent them- 
ſelves; particularly to the ſeveral Subjects of his 
| Diſcourſes to the People, with ſuch Decency and 
Order, as may ſecure the Performance from juſt 
Contempt, and be fit to promote the Honour. of 
Aale and the Welfare of Souls. Shou'd not the 
aſters of publick Aſſemblies, the Guides of the | 
COR have on. . When ſo many Na ; 
ters of private Families have it in great Meaſure 
Nay —— the Will = Cn — 45 A — | 
t iniſtry, who are altogether rope of 
ſuch miniſterial Abilities as th are; at leaſt, if 
we except Times of great Ignorance. He wou'd 
have none 2 into an Office under him, which i 
they can't diſc hens.) 
"Lis 44 5 0 ofe ificergte 8 toprach 
the Goſpel to all Nations. But then, before he 
Adds i. permitt * actually to go, they were indued 
3 5 bas Power. from on High; they had the Gift of 
040 and We Sth 4 2 of Wiſdom 
17 5 5, and ourage,. and 4 elſe was en, to 
ify them for the W * were ſent abaut. 
ene 152 we. Fucks wou'd allow any to 
_ undertake ſo Lang a Service, as that whereof 
, De We ſpeakin „ who. have no tolerable Capacity 
to perform it: Nor is the Sacred TW to be con 
vey $10 them e WAL 
1. 2) Mo- 
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25 Moral ualifications are no no leſs necela 
ao they re e to us by the Apoſtl hy. 
ſelf, who beſt knew his — Mind, in 8 E- 
pilſties to Timothy and Titus; where he directs 
What manner of Perſoſ he muſt be that may be 
admitted to this Office. For ſpeaking of a Goſpel 
| Miniſter, under the promiſcuous Terms of Elder 1 Tim, 
and Biſhop, he tells us, He muſt be blameleſs ; one iii.2.---6. 
. that governs well both "himſelf and his ni; Tit. i. 5, 
1 (how elſe ſhowd he tale Care of © the Church X 
God?) not ' ſelfwiF'd ; not ſoon angry ; ne 
| ker; no Brawley; not givetit0 Wine, or filthy 
cre; but a Lover of Hoſpitality'; a Lover ; 
: Men; ; ſober, juſt, holy, remperate, 2 


THESE are 
And if fo ; I can't imagine, how: be ff 
| this Work, Vs are or! bus quali . ge 


-MoxvoVin; 2 Call to this Miniſtry jsn6lef 
neceſſary than Qualifications" for it. Theſe may be 
in a conſiderable Meaſure, where the former is not. 
. I dot mean ſuch an immediate Call as the 
„ Mes had; or an extraordina | 
Mina. But zo Things, I think 1 0 
make an ordinary Call to the e Then 


muſt be ſome Way providentiai 
in im — iſe th 95 — . 7 8 | 
4 DIRIGOR, 4 erg. 10 undertake it. 


To KE muſt be N. identi, 0- 

per for ſuch a Per fb ome Wy pr t Wy $4 

| +Manbeeverſo.we qualifiedfor che Oer, is not 
reaſonable he ſhould be ſet apart for it, when there's 

3 ee Proſpect of his having Opportunity for the 
harge oft. Why ſhould he devote himſelf to 4 

Service, to which he is not ſo much as pro videntially 

called? If there be no Chureh that needs and deſires, 

14 or is willing to receive miniſterial Labotirs from him; 

; iĩf he be not like to beſtow them any where accepta- 
dly, after a ſufficient Trial has been made; he ſhould 
think of ſerving his Generation fore other W. „the 

beſt he can; and not this, Elſe, inſtead of being thruſt 
da de wn de ſaid ro ea out himſelf * the ; 
arv 


* 


PX? 
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not run before he be ſent, | Would wy Man be a 
Patients? 


it. So twas in the Apoſtles Days; and by their 


Direction, Goſpel Miniſters (ſometimes call 


ſhould be ſo, — and when Circumſtances will 


ly neceſſary. Tis not to be imagin'd hat any one 


{charge the 


d El. 
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- himſelf: to it. As the Chriſtian, ſo the Miniſter 
_ muſt bind himſelf to the Lord. He muſt be his 
covenant” Servant. He muſt firſt. be ſincere, and "1 
then faithful. © And the Neceſſity of an Ordination 1 
Vow is the more apparent, in that, whereas every | 
Man, that has the Goſpel preach'd to him in its 
proper Evidence, is immediately bound to be a. 
Chriſtian ; no Man is fo directly bound to be a 
Miniſter, till he has bound himſelf, 3 that © 
Vo upon him. The Miniſtry is a Warfare: and 1 Tim. 
be that undertakes it, muſt ex to encounter 1. 18. 
with great Difficulties. '' He muſt endure Hardneſs, 2 Tim. 
ais the good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt. There's there- 11. 3. 
fore an indiſpenſible Neceſſity of his being reſolved, 
and lifted in his Maſter's Service; that he may be 
: arm'd againſt Temptations to defert it. 
I take the Perſon ordain d to be the principal 
Agent in his own Ordination; as the contracting | 
Parties-are in the Caſe of Marriage. The Part he Mp 
performs is a free-will offering of himſelf to G oy | 
in Chriſt. '*Tis he that makes the ſolemn Vow to 
be his Miniſter. ' The Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
kk ence to the Queſtions propos d is his, "Miniſters 
and People aſſiſt in the Solemnity. They bear 
their Parts. But, I think, their Parts are not of 
equal Neceſſity with the Part he ſuſtains himſelf. 
There is not ſuch an abſolute Neceſſity of what 
they do, as of what he does. A Perſon that's tru- 
ly qualified for, and calłd to the Miniſtry, may, 
in ſome Caſes, devote himſelf to it, without the 
Direction and Aſſiſtance of Miniſters, or a publick 
Solemnity. He may want rtunity for theſe 
Advantages. His Call to the Exerciſe of the Mi- 
niſtry may be in a Country where there are no 
Miniſters; or none pretending to be ſuch, of a to- 
lerable Character, whoſe Advice and Aſſiſtance it 
would be reaſonable for him to deſire; or where 
none will, or are permitted to be concern'd in his 
; Ordination, but on a Compliance to him finful,, 
inſincere Profeſſions, or the like; where the Qua- 
lifications Chriſt hath enjoyn'd, are not regard- 
ed either as neceſſary, or ſufficient; ſo that thoſe 
E 8 | ome 
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1 44 * A. S'B.R/M 0 N 44 | 
; | others that have them, rejected, for want of the 
1 Fhiboleth of a Party. In ſuch Caſes, I confeſs, I 
am of Opinion, that a Perſon may enter upon 
the Minittry with the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence; though he has not the laying on of the 
Hands, either of a Dioceſan Biſbop, or a Presby- 
tery; and that in this he will not act diſagreeable 
20 the Mind of Chriſ t. fines, 3 
Bur where Matters are in ſome Meaſure as the | 
dodut to be; it ſeems highly agreeable to the Rule |, 
of his Word, and to the Nature of Things, that 
they who are already in the Miniſtry, ſnould be 
cConcerm'd in the Conveyance of it to others. 
Where their Advice and Aſſiſtance may be reaſona- 
bly had; what can be more reaſonable, and, indeed, 
more neceſſary, than to ſeek and obtain it If they 
are ſuppos d to have miniſterial Abilities themſelves; 
muſt they not be ſuppos d to be the 1 Judges 
of them in another ? And if they are ſuppoſed to 
be Chriſtians; it muſt be hoped, that they will be 
faithful in the Diſcharge of the Truſt repos d in 
them by God, and the Church; that they will 
not reject a Perſon, in ſome «Meaſure qualified, or 
| admit one that appeats to them not to be ſo. This 
Charity is due to us, till we [manifeſtly deftroy 
the Foundation of it. And then, indeed, what 
ever Power is lodg'd-in us muſt return to the Peo- 
ple ; whoſe Welfare is the Supream Law in Church 


; # 


fairs, as well as in Civil. In a matter of this 
onſequence, tis not fit every Man ſhon'd entire- 
ly judge for himſelf. And if not; whom ſhould 
he, in ordinary Caſes, conſider as the moſt com- 
S for him, but Men of the fame Pro- 
ſſion, and that have had ſome Experience in it? 
Moreover, Miniſters muſt be preſum'd fit for that 
Exerciſe of their Function, in which they Sanctify 
and ſet apart the Perſons ordain'd by the Word and 
' Prayer: They are fit, as at other Times, to be 
Leaders of the People in their Devotions; to give 
in CRATE, what they themſelves: have receiv'd; to 
the Perſon ordain d; to offer the ſolemn Engage - 
ment to him; to put him in mind of his Obliga- 
tions; to exhort him to Faithfulneſs; and to ms} 
91255 en 


— . 2 


— ́— — 
— him to the Grate. of G OD. "Aud this Acts xiv. 


Presbyters, or Scriptural Biceps (the Biſhops or 23. 
Paſtors of particular Churches, 0 or ſingle Congrega- 
tions) may be as truly capable of doing, as the Bi- 8 
ſnop of a modern Dioceſs; unknown, asT conceiye, . 
in Scripture Times. And we may be contented with — _} 
the Means that are ſufficient to reach the End des © 
ſign d by them 'To 1 7 Purpoſe is that © 


* 
. 


Direction to Timothy, Thingt that thou! þ 2 Tim. 
heard "ho me, many Witneſſes, the ſang. 2. 
commit then 2 who ſhall be able to Ree 


5 others WT Which be did when be ah. 
r ing an P on 

„ people are alſo 1 gol Wes in 
the Ordination of a Miniſter. Their Deſire of 
his Labours makes à Part of his Call to the Mini-: 
ſtry, »hich.is part of the Ground of his Ordina- 4 oy , arc 
tian. And the Prayers of thoſe-who are aſſembled 


at that Solemnity, have no inconſiderable ſhare in : - ; 


it. Every devout Soul is engag'd in commending 
| = Ty w_ they- be b 7 — 
ould t ave nat to do in . . 
ſen Ordination. CEN Ali . e M S. * pig 31.4 i BAY £ 
acl *T1s the WII 5 Chriſt, has 2 nies Alek 
of: Caution ſhou'd be uſed: in the Conveyance of 
this ſacred Office; that ſuch as are unqualified/for -* 1 


3 de intruſted with it. The Perſon thar e 


_ to: examine and make Trial of hims :- 
215 3. a" therefore, tis convenient for him to 
act ſome Time as à Probationer to himſelf and to 


tion, by offering him the Care of their Souls, ſbom e 

ſes that they be not raſh in that Matter. And Mi» | 

niſters ſhould have a rational Satisfaction as to his 25 8 

Fitneſs, before they ſix a Time for his Ordination. 

The Advice to Nimoy belongs to them all, Lay 
3 h on m Mun, e ee, Tim. 

_—_ Sims,” Keep: thy Jelf mes N * 23. 


1 7. 718 te Will of Chriſt; that e e 
ee ee ee 


others. Tbey who wou'd encourage his Ordina - 
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> -©- qualified for, and called to the Miniſtry, ſhou'd 


. haveſolemn Ordination to it denied him. 
H gave the Apoſtles no Power, that was not 


2 Cor. x. for. Edi fication; no Power to diſpence with, or 


8. neglect the Laws they had receiv'd, that they. 
might deliver, from him, the one and only — 1 

x Cor. giver, for the Government of his Kingdom; ar to 
add to them Laws of their own making; to en- 
join thoſe Things as neceſſary, which he left indif- 
ferent, as being ſo in their Nature. Unleſs they 
wou d exceed their Commiſſion, they cou'd only 
Teach Men to cbſerve all Things whatſoever he 
XVIII. 19. ud commanded them. He ſent them to declare 
his Counſel, which was the Counſel of Go p, not 
their own. Thoſe Rules, by which, in his Name, 
they bound the Conſciences of other Men, they 
themſelves were bound exactly to obſerve. They 


u. 48, Rebels, if they had refus d to admit any into the 


Church or Miniſtry on his own Terms, and ſo in 
Effect pronounc'd them inſufficient ; eſpecially if 
they had beaten their Fellow Servants, or rais d a 

. Perſecution upon them, for-not calling them their 

ch. xiii. Maſters. on Earth, but himſelf their one Maſter 

9, 10. in Heaven; for obſerving his Commands, gene- 

ral, or more particular and expreſs, as a compleat 
| Rule of their Faith and Practice. But, indeed, 

1 Cor. they acted as faithful Servants, and Stewards of 

We I, 2. he Myſtertes- of 60D. They were inſtructed in 

Acts L 3. Things pertaining to his Kingdom, or the Goſpel 

Church, that they might communicate them to the 

. World; and they did ſo. They delivered nothing 

Gal. i. 11, which they had not receiv'd of the Lord as his Com- 


12. mand; Nor did they pretend to an Authority 
3 John of adding any of their own to his. If Diotrephes 
9, 10. wou d caſt any out of the Church, whom Chriſt 


wou'd receive; tw¾as no Fault of the beloved Diſ- 
ciple and Apoſtle John. And if Timothy had em- 
plwẽEoy'd his Credit and Intereſt in the Church, and 
among the Elders or Biſhops of that Iime, to 
hinder, or diſcourage able and faithful Men, that 
defir*d the ſacred e, and were call'd to itby 
the Church; ſc. the People; if this had been his 
3 5 Practice, 


ee 7 


rr 


F he would not have been ſo — "he 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, as he really was. 0 418 8 
Now, after all; it weu'd be ſtrau if thoſe 0; 
who only ſucceed the Apoſtles in the e ordinary | 
Part of their Work and can't at all pretend tb 
their ea erm Gifts, „ if fuch uninſpir'd "gr 
nould Have greater Power than they afſum' 
themſelves; I they ſhould act according to — 
lind of . or have a Right to be obey'd; 
When they preſume to make new Rules for the 
Government of his Church; (as a Chureli conſi- 
os er d, and not as Part of the State z) to admit 
:rfons manifeſtly unqualified; or to reſuſe to ad- 
wi thole to her Comiiutilod, or to the roy 
ths ah, 5 to his Word, qualified for ſt, | 


| „ Fn 8 


S 4a-0g 


2 Ao ie eivfl Magiſtrate any e Bo: Power 
| = to itivade Ris Prerogati ve, 
Officers e is Sing e, which” #5 - hot { * John _ 
World. He bath no Power to add to his Laws, xviii. 26. 
or diminiſh from them; to forbid any, either the 
Commutiton, er the Minift of his Chutch, w 
tis His Wi they ſhould Have it: He has no Power 
4 reat the Laws of this King of K as unne- - 
ceſſary, or inſufficient for tlie to be anſwer d 
2 them; or to:contradiet the great Deſign: of the 
oſpel, the Edification of the Church. 4 Power Mat. 
in Heaven and — is given bim. And there 18 
| can be none againſt hl 
Chriſtian Miniſters es, god Chiifian Magiſtrates 
too, nay (let me add) all private' Chriſtians, and — 
10 the particular Gch which they compole, Fr 
D 555 bound, a ing to the beſt of their Appres © 
henfions, 1 f federal Stations and Capacities, to i 
encourage he Publication and Succeſs of the GG 
xe; and conſequently a Goſpel Miniſtry and he . 
Conveyance of it, Jecording to hit „ Fe 
they call their 11715 e from the Deco 


4 Bar i 1155 de Wa Kay of ak Coy . — 
neceffary there mould be 4 Co 
Miniſtry, — to 155 0 


n 7 » " 
: + 4 e 


x 12 e ee $ ; 


| — b — — — l — ee a 3 
„ ³ 
Werefene dene his Mind, that it ſhould al- 
ways be convey d to thoſe that are likely to anſwer 
the Ends of it, (and thoſe only) tn faithful Men, able, 


es, — 


and call d to teach others; the Ordination of ſuch 
to it can't be ene And therefore, 
8. FINAL LV, If folemn Ordinati on by Miniſters be 
denied; or can't be had for want of ſomething, 
which, in the Judgment of Chriſt, 8 . 
the glorious Miniſtry may, according to his Will, be 
cConvey d without it. For that there ſhould be a uſe 


7 


ful and extenſive Miniſtry; and to that End, that 
all able and faithful Men, whom this great Sove- 
reign of the Church, and World, has thus qualified 
for it, and called to it, ſhould; be intruſted with it; 
that h Miniſtry ſhould be conveyed to them; al- 
though they refuſe to have it on ſinful; or ſuſpect- 
ed Terms; or any other than thoſe that are Sacred, 
as enjein'd by Chriſt himſelf; theſe. are Matters 
of much greater Importance and Neseſſity, than 
this Method of Conveyance. It muſt be ſo, if the. 
*. © moſt defirable End be more important and neceſ- 
- fary, than that Means, without which tis poſſible 
for that End to be obtain'd. I now come, 1 


F 1 


III. To diſcourſe of The Management this Mi. 
/ miſery. calls for : Which ſhould be the moſt fincere, 


TOS iq aud faithful. To 


TERRE ought to be great Purity of Inten- 
tion. All Mixtures of mean and low; Deſigns muſt 
be abhor d, and ſhunn'd; with all. poſſible: Care. 
The Servant of Chriſt mult, above all Things, 
ii. 4 dieſire and ſtudy to pleaſe his Maſter; to ſave him- 


7 


x Tim. ſelf, and his Heaters : ſo ſincere muſt he be in his 
r. 16 T T 
AN 3 muſt (as much as in him 
and commänd all his Thoughts, 


lies) run through, 


Words, and Actions. The whole Management of 
himſelf, and of his Doctrine muſt be anſwerable 
thereunto ; and ſo to the Ends of the glorious Mi- 
Menn e 

H x ought to be very ſincere at his firſt Entrance 

upon it. His Buſineſs at that Time is to make he 


... ͤ I 


— he ac „ IR. > TID 4 


mold ſolemn, 1 and affectionate B 85 
of himſelf to the beſt of Maſters; 5 ſerve him, 
both as a Subject, and an Officer, in his Kingdo 
with utmoſt Sincerity, Diligence and ane 
' His Days. With what Flames of Devotion ſhould; . + 
he then riſe towards him ?'How-inexcuſable muſt. ? 
he be; if he de mae bis. Makots 3h. his Re- 
| deemer ? 3 5 
Bor if Be ever fo ſincere; « ever. io 5 4 . 
: engag d in that ſolema Tranſaction; if he be ever / 
ſio well ſatisfied, as to his Acceptance, in that Offer-. _ 
ing which he made of hiraſelf; and that his Lord 5 
counted him worthy of this glorious. Mam 554 | - 3 
working in-him to will the Undertaking and 7 | 1 
charge of it, upon truly honourable Principles 
yet it muſt; be his great that his Man 4 6-0 bh 
ment afterwards be a > cobrinned Performance of te 
Vow, and Comment upon the Proſeſſion he then, 1 
made. The Seriouſneſs of that Day, 585 * Da 
as this, ought to be'a Specimen. of that which ſhi 
ow. all the Days of his Miniſtration till his 
Courſe be finiſhed,” The Apoſtle did not content 
himſelf with the Sincerity of his firſt Obedience to 
FF" the heavenly Call; but he added Conſtancy, and 
Faithfulneſs to that 7 Still he had his 
| 838 775 825 eſhly Viſdom, 2 
Grace e Was always 28 at fir 
5 mn —— _ more) abounding in every 
that became his See ä 125 N he 5 
given us a very thoug ort 9 0 
whole, his conſtant Management both of himſelf 
and his Wann Then ſeeing Log 2 55 . 
: Monty, e == receiv'd . 
* have - N the e | 


oneſty, - not w in Craftine 75 
the e . by 
ay of the. Truth, commend: a, eve: 

ry Man 8 Conſcience in che Sight of CO D. Icon: 
— the Apoſtle. is here takin 1 25 8 Pleafure - in the 
Teſtimony. of his cience,. and appealing to 
the Conſciences of others, as to the 28 
Faithfulneſs of his Management, (che firſt, Perſon 


Want for he 5 35 Vas uſual with 
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5787 fy this; „ne Hom 


E. er at) . 


Din _ is with us) and not — his Reis- 


lutions, and exciting other Apoſtles, or other Mi- 


od OE niſters, with himſelf, to- ſuch a Management for 1 


r which Senſe is not ſo agreeable to he 
igina | 

Vr now give me leave (my docs Khethren i in 
the Miniſtry) to read the whole this laſt way, in 
cloſe Application to my ſelf and you. GD and 
our own Conſciences ſeverally know, how we 
have hitherto behav'd our ſelves. if our Hearts 

ndemm us, Gov is greater thay our. Hearts, 


c0 
aud knoweth all Things : but if, upon impartial 


Search, they condemn us not, but witneſs for us; 8 
(as this Apolile's did for him) then have we Con- 
dence towards GO D. However, may we be N 


iii. 20, 21 forth exact Follewers of him, as he was of — 5 
48 Sevipg - yet, we have .this- glorious 


received Mercy, let us not mh 
en te 


in our Duty, or draw back from it): 
(84 t us Renounce the hidden Thi, 


= 5 rr 5 — 5 T 


5 e bus by — 


ur commend ow to every 
an's e in the Sight of & G Such Þ is 
che Management that the Min „ be De 


from every one of us; rich, 1 hall crave. 


1 15 Patience à little more particularly to' conſider. 


us be what we'fhould be, and act as becomes: 
us; that we may find our Yr hood in the Text, 
an our Reward in Heaven hatever others are; 
ob; re one oj tte wy cere, and faithful, in 
ole our ſelves, and our 

ctrine. Tins Bev reful, in all Reſpects, 
Bin e Oh ins) ang ue Minions 
# depend upon it, that none will interpret theſk 
| Ny, 1 intend for Cautions, as Charges 

onal Reflections upon any of you. As I have 


ts. "Yet in the Name of our co 
oK D, (ho ſearcheth all Hearts, and at whoſe 
gment Seat fr muſt all | ety" op a) The. 
every one of you'to'charge 
Fans can Sat ke there's Occaſion, = 


+ 3 4 Ld OE '# - 7 199 


1 40 2 — _ 
 F {rg the Bodyof the People bee +> ink. 
| themſelyes unconcern 34 to mak 


tion of a We n r e 


| tate 
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pings 


Which, we tho 
Things of which, r Dal fg 4 2 at 52 75 0 
venture Upan £ them, we ſhall be aſhamed. 


py Fol Taincs which are l fo end iſbow04- 
cum Nature - I 25 Bade 
3 1 


W muſt. obſer 
wh it. ü 2 8 
ke Ws 27 7 10 N b 


is 5 contrary to fuch.,a/ 1 


an 12 DINATY 0 N. 


and not be my ſelf a 


1. W = ak avid nen 1 
"wary go the Management which wr LB 


Son 5 


„„ 

Not is Grajt We. muſt not 
Word of G 0:0 eh 2 mall ſham hab: 
be b . and unb oming our ur Sacred Protein 

. 1 


10 WI ns — 58 hidden. 7 ; 
2 Things baſe 8 f 


1. „ Things our 1 
be a to have 


arg by 
f oft it: 3 us Be the f 
that periſh; and 1 than they ; like t 
| n the inſernal Regions; of 
2 2 vient to their Peſigns; 


from all manner of V 


el 


ſu:table Appliez - 


abu. is. | maid. 


their, Temper, 


e muſt mp6 at the br . | 
mm 
ol aden curb all forbidden. Deſires, bo 
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1 Tim iv an impure Flame. We muſt, in the ſtricteſt man- 
22. ner, guard againſt all Approaches towards Gluttony, 
ch. v. 2 or Prunkeneſs; not given to Mine. We mult. 
Tempe- not live after the Fleſb, but dem our ſelves, and 
Fates . keep under our Body, bringing it into Subjection. 
Ties We muſt not makeaG OD of the Belly, nor a 


. 


- hs 4 8.8 OD of the World. We muſt not ſet our 

1 Cor. ix Hearts upon it: Not Covetous, nor given to filthy 

27. Lucre; but given to Hoſpitality.” A Brand of In- 

Rom. xvi. famy is here ſet upon that Vice which Go p ab- 

18. Hors, is vile and ſordid, fthy Lucre. We mult bs 

x Tim, love our Maſter ; and not inordinately- love the 

w.2- World. We mult bridle our Paſſions, as well as 

our Appetites: N Striker, no Brauer, not ſoon 

angry, but patient. Every Thing that looks like 

Zi. 2 - Envy, Wrath, Malice, Revenge, bitter and uncha- 
ritable Zeal, ſhould be put farfrom us; and what's 
commonly the Foundation of all, Pride and Self. 


* 


þ „ 
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« Tim, onceit: Nov Seh nn d, une Selfcadmirers, Wiſe 
ni. 6. in our own Eyes. We mult not magnify our ſelves 
Tit. i. 7 in our Hearts, and think we are deſpis'd, when 
aud We are not admir'd ; Or deſpiſe our Brethren, as 
Rom. x v. weak, or count or call them Fools, Hereticks and 
1. Sehiſmaticks, becauſe they don't ſee with our in- 
fallible Eyes; don't think, and talk, and act, juſt 
> as we do, and would have them. All vain Glory;” 
4̃ Aﬀectation of Applauſe, and (in a Word) all 
Jon viii ſelf exalting Deſigns, and little diſhonourable Me- 
50 thods to ſerve them, muſt be abhor'd by us; All 
ſimful Evil is in it ſelf, more or leſs, a Matter of 
Shame, according to the ſeveral Degrees of it; 
which we ſhould therefore induſtriouſſy avoid. 
2ͥͤ ĩðj0¾: ONT TOES e 4 Wren Pt Ie 9 
[ 2. ] So muſt we avoid all 'Fhings, which ue 
our ſelves, if 200 of them, vuonli be aſhamed 
to have known. ' We are convine'd that they are 
Things of ill Report; that they are very baſe, and 
b unworthy; don't at all become us; that they 
make a Nian juſtly deſpis d by all the Wile and 
Sood; not to ſay, others too of a worſe Cha- 
racter: And therefore we are commonly as willing 
to hide, as to entertain them If we harbour 
vam, wanton, covetous, or bitter and revengfùl 
. | Thoughts, 


— — — — 


| Raw and Del, 


ION ** 
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* e . 


igns.; if we act over Scenes = 
ickedneſs in our Retirements; we ſhould be very, 


eee. 


unwilling, » that our Neighbours, 5 have a 


Window. into our Breaſts, .or Cloſets; that they 


ſhould be Witneſſes to it. If in common Conver- 
lation, and in the Exerciſe of our * our 
* be at the Eſteem and Applauſe of our 
ellow Worms; and we. could be more than cons 


tented, to have. of. 
meet; ; we ſhould E foath, 82 L nga, to. 


have it appear to them, that we are govern'd by 
ſuch a Principle. If we realy preach our ſelves, 
when, we molt, of all ſeem to preach. Chriſt Jeſus 


the, Lord; if our Hearts are more ſet upon the 


the Welfare of the Souls committed to our Care ; 
if we mind Earthly Things more than Heavenly ; 
and prefer the STORE of Sin to the Joys 0 7 


above what is 


a3 £ 
fy 3% ** 
581 


Advancement of our ſecular Intereſts, than upon : 


holy Life, which; K recommend to others; final: 8 | 


ly, if we have no 
to Family, Duties; we ſhould be aſhamed to have 
all this. diſcover'd to our People: * theref r 
we, mould carefully avoid ah 
Things of e eſpecially fin 

WER 


4 11055 | Trinos. of which, ow venture uf n 
Coe hereafter. Here, tis mor e than poſſible 


V3 | 


* n 


of publick, and very ſcandalous Crimes. His 
Js may be fo 4, very, 


egard to Cloſet, and but little 


for one, who. profelles. hanſelf: a Mie of r 0 
to be paſt all Shame; even after. the Commiſſion 
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d, as to be almoſt uncaps: as they 


ble of a Blaſb. Others have no Shame, becauſe Jer. vi. 
their Iniquities are ſecret. The Things of their 15+ 


Shame are hidden I hings; and therefore the 


| 5 
don't bluſh at them. Bui they are "ſuch. hidden 


Things as, if found in us, will, ſooner or later, 
molt certainly ſhame us. They will do ſo, when- 


ever they are made Manifeſt : Ang if that ſhould- { 


not be whilſt we are in this Bo al and World; 
theſe Things be buried and hid 


before the? vaſt * of Men a: 


the great 8555 - 
they ſhall then riſe with us, and appear againlt us, 
nd Angels, 4 - 
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Shams 1 everlaſting "Om "Thee 5 
. ſurely reveal them. e . Fg 
| be will bring 10 Tight all the en "Fj 
| Darkneſs, ann make manifeſt the Contcels Thing | 
1 Cor. iv. Hearts. Let us then rvengunce al the bidde 
3. Things of Diſboneſty; of Shame; Things ſhamefn 
| in their Nature; FRA if we practice them, we 
| ſhould now be aſham'd to have dog, * ch, 
however, we em: | no- 
* Day.” 


Matt. (2: W RY i We 
X. 16. may be ages 8 res "> 2 we mult not be 
2774-7 Prudence is nece{{ars to ſerve the moſt 

NE ND Purpoſes 7 but the! are 
ings of Shane that require a crafty Manage» 
ment, Things that need it to cover, and ſupport 
them. Indeed, ve may do no harm our ſelves, 
Followers of that which 4 is good, depend on our 
it - Maſters Protection; and et obſerve his 
ver. 1 ution, to beware of Mei that would: harm us. 
We eware of their ill Deſigns, and Attempts 
| ons and Families, in the Concerns of 
Body, Soul, or goed Name, | whe | 
neſs in the World (eſpecially as we are Miniſters | 
of the Goſpd) may in a great 'Meafure depend. 
We may by Bedeft Methods defend our ſelves a- 
inſt them, and expoſe their ill Deſigns, and 
| Faces againſt us. 80 did our Apoſtle. It may 
be our Duty, on proper 18, to ſpeak the 
| Ro of our Telves, yea and of our Netetibouts, 
 _ our Enemies, in Oppoſition to Calummy, 
But we muſt not return Caluminy in RIG in 


TH 


that we have receiv'd. We muſt not fay 

falfly of another,” - becauſe he ſays 
ball of us. We "muſt not tell the ys may TH 
fignedly omit thoſe Circumſtatices which = | 
Givens to him; publiſſi in His Abſence what 
makes againſt him, whilſt we ſtudio! Cen 
/ what would lefſet his Crime, if not WH Part of 
lit upon our ſelves. We ſhould not thus treat one 
1 Pet. that's injurious to us. We muſt not render Evil 
111. 9. for Eon. Much leſs ſhould wwe iu firch a * 
t 


—— ͤ 
treat a ee who: = —— 


in his Reputation; and then (to make the beſt. of 29> Ba 
à bad Matter) for want of la more plauſible Shi 
repteſent his n y. :Self-Defence as 3 Cine. 
We muſt not ſay that il: of another, which we Lans 
don't know ; of which we. have no-ſufficient -Evi- © - 
' dence; nor mould we be forward. to ſpeak hat 
e do know, without a juſt Occaſion, or to ſerve 
_ -fome little Deſign; much: leſa may wwe charge it 


3 


on him with our Lips, to ſerve ſuch a Turn: „ aol : 


1418 2 Clamour againſt him, when our C 
i 77 We muſt not pear gy nn 
own: Reputation upon the Ruins of his. | 
not this, or — Way; trick and under mine 
— fellow: Servants, and Labourers, to gain 
erer f it. We muſt not, xnowingiy, call 
their Good, Euil; and our Evil, Good; give Our Ila. v. 20 
Vices and Follies the Appearance, as Well as che 
Names, of Wiſdom and Virtue; and put 
ö Conſtructions upon what:is Innocent, if not Praiſe 
warthy in them; call cheir inflexible” dere 
Stiffnels — Humour. Let me rather die, than 
| chat I ftioulch 10 ſerve-any Turn of Life, ora Par- 


* 


BE f . FS 
(IE RY 3 


5 ty, miſrepreſenteither the Principles, or 33 
| & any of my Brethren; on Neighbours; rather 


a e fac Perſwaſions to — 5 wt t e2dp 
they conſtantly diſown; though they beſt know® w- 
their own Thoughts, and have as much Right "> | 
be belle wd in che Proſeſſions they make, 28. have oY 
the ub ba rs ee" EM 
our ves, or others, to ine. | T 
We muſt by no means countenance People in chin. 25 he 
ing, that -#/4ſdons from — is Hiſdom frow james iii. 
8 elfiſnneſs and Paſſion; Hatred, 122. 
| ; bieter envying- and Strife, producing ad fine m. 
Coface and every evil „ deſerve the 
Name of 2 Religious ſor the Truth and Ho- 
Hour of 2 2 — of Man worte ch. i. 20 


1 
** 


eth 2 — — — ons irs muſt not cor 
ver with the Appearance 
of Deſign We mſi noe or do any Fhing; 


ke know to be 


1 —_— 


| has dene us no Harm. We mult — _ 
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men — , 
13 2 yet filly deny Cither the Tai or tbeJuuſtice, 
8 elit VOTE þ end to mean honeſtly, and «that; Good. may 
; . Rö: Ut ee , We muſt not ie for Truth, ox the 
| Tel 8. -Gop'ofit.: We muſt no way imitate the Scrip- 
f 5 it. iii. Te Hereticks (not miſtaken, but Self condemn d 
k IO, I. *Perſbns)-who engl: the Lawyfulneſs of Fornica- 
= tion, that their "Cult Practice of ſo beloved 
F | | Vice might not leſſer leir Credit; or Schiſma- 
tieal Catholicks (pardon the Expreſſion).“ abe 
| have: fearn't more vorapleatly than theic: Pred ; 
bt Jo xvi. ceſſors, to murder the delt Servants: of. G On 
_ | (hom they call Hereticks, and repreſent to the 
if People they keep in Ignorance, as Devils, ) for 
ll | "Go ys ſake. 'We:mbſtinot talk forward. 
tl Sackward ; one ern now, and. the contrary at 
mother Time our Thoughts are not 
chang'd; — | borriche/ different Company 
£11 . we deſire to pleaſe; nor muſt w e act at this 
Rate; We muſt not wrong the Souls iof:athers, 
and our own, by flattering Speeches and Submi 
ons inſtead of dealing plainly and ſaithſully with 
them. We muſt haue no Deſigns which may o- 
blige us to uſe the former, and neglectathe latter | 
| Gal. i ii. of theſe Methods: The above mention. ee 8 | 
11.14. ieks g willing to avoid Perſecution, and ſerve 
Gal. vi. cheir own Bellies, and Intereſts, by unwotthy Com- 
12, 13. 4 Pliarices, both with Jews and P +dpretended 
compar'd's}t Was 'tawful,: and become nece WAP 
| with ch. for Mens of reconciling; Principles. Th ey could 
1 & WG 12: become all- 1 all Meni;- but twas not for 
I | _ xvi, their Good, that they might be ſav d. Nor had 
. chen ſo much Complaiſance for the, Apoltles, and 
Tit. i. 11. thelr cloſeſt Followers; for the Gentiſe Converts, 
1 Cor. who could not brd ſuch Confdbrmity to the 
x. X Ihe World. And ſome are, at this Day, call l Proteſtants; 
wo would feconcile us to Rome; unite the 
Church of England with the Gallicam Church, to 
fill the: Place of their once Proteſtant Brethren, 
om they hated, diſown'd, and: caſt out from 
among them. If we conſider, what manner of 
Lives ſome lead who pretend to the ſacred W 
ſtry, and other Circumſtances, we may very wel 
queſtion, whether thei tumultuous, the rehelions 
Cy 
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2 ORDPNATTC N. 2 
4 65 they” have made of=:the-Chiiroh's: ny: 
upon the Account» of its being deliver'd from Po. 
pery and Slavery, and placed under the Protection 
of the * , Princes, all conſider d, I ſay, we 
may queſtion Whether this Cry has: been.owi g'to 
a much berrevPriciciplethad that, fromwhich as ao. 
mour was' once'rais'd-by:the; Sibuerſmiths at Ehe- As 
ſus, about the Temple of their Goddeſs, upon the * 23. 
Preaching of the Goſpel in that City. Whatever 
others do, ue mult} not be zealous for any paxti- 
cular Conſtitution of Church Government, or any 
Party (though ever ſo rais d and ö 
any Doctrine ( though ever ſo true . er 28. 
| Gade (though it were of Go is own ma- de ce © 
king f) in oppoſition to, or Neglect andn Cone 
tempt of real Godlineſt it ſelf; — Whien 
nothing elſe can ever avail a Man — — 
he up With a*Form, that we. may b 
| og —_ we — Free 3 e 1 85 i 

e muſt not mg: erUency: ever 
tion, that wwe "may be ö t ſmetiim; When 
we are nothing; when we are full of Tipe 
and Iniquity.. "If we would be wiſe, and g 


we mult not in theſe, or any other Inſlances, alk xxili. . ; 


in Craftineſs'' And that We may not, we, mut 27, 28. 
not make an Intereſt in any of the hidden Things 
of Diſhoneſty and Shame: Tis a bad Cauſei that 
needs ill Means to ſupport and 3 it 3 Tt we 
Practice the Things. f y be 
i Enſible, that nothing but Be. -and-D; nie 
ban ſecure to us 4 Repurntion amongſt Men. We 
| know, that if theſe hidden Things be once brought 
Lohr, that Lighit will-diſgrace them and us: 
Ant ebene we ſhall think we muſt da what /.- 
we can to ptevent'it; » We can't well be ignorant, 
that every Vice is a Corruption of Human: Nature, 
and a Sandul to it; and therefore, if we love 
am, and hax't loſt all Senſe of Shaver we ſha 
apt, rather than fail, 20 love and make a Hes of 
ne ſort or other, to cover it; that, if it be poſſible, 
no Mortal, beſides our ſelves, may diſcern it. 80 
that, if we don't renounce the hidden Things, | 
S we ſhall" be tepted to walk in Crafts 
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5 And in this we may be led to the next — 
neft; Degree of 1 Whi We 
1 very Thoughts of. Vries 5 


- of 5 Wis . not indie cho gd 601 
mo EN e etd ons 
2s of i, or by c martin what dye deliver. 


ka WE . the. Wird of GO . 
WP one Pari of. it. Our A- 

foltle, in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, Lebt back 
nothing that was profitable; He did not 0 to de- 
Acts xx Mare all 'the, Cum OD. Nor muſt we, 
20, 26, 27 if we would be pure from the Blood f al, Men: We 
muſt not 2 hat we think the neceſſary Pub- 
lication of a Truth, or Duty; though by it we 
. aſt; condemn a former Opinion, which we: ſtifl 
maintain d; and give an Evidence that: ave; com! 

be miſtaken. We muſt- not decline it, becaule i 
will expoſe our Follies, and Imperfections. I mult 

fiot hide what I conſider as important Truth, leſt 

it ſhould diſcover ſome hidden Thing of Bibo 
ue in me, leſt it ſhould eroſs n Iuereſt, or 
Been which I have on Foot, 


Deſon be for Thſlanes, to kindle 
wy Dela be, for If to oil up d Rage 
3 J to gratifie my Pride, Aline, vetoug- 
py „ or any other: foolith and. hurtfal 
| Ain chat Caſe, I may, perhaps, be afraid of 
5 fo muck as reatling to my Hearers: the e 

. : , Sermon of our Lord on the Mount; his 3 
won aid Prayer; or: indeed almoſt any Thing 
. _ _ gver ſaid or did, that's leſt on Record in the | 
5 pel; the firſt Epiſtle. of John, particular] the thisd 
und fourth Chapters of it; or 1 Cori rg. Rm. 4. Ge. 
I may be loath that fath Sounds as theſe ſhould e- 
Per teach their Ears, EO D it Lore | He that 
Falle in Love, dwellerh in G 0D: Love Ene- 

1 222 ht Bruck ds 1 lhativer. 
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IN Le AE Te. 


157 * Judgeſt, 7 Brother: 2 +20: his on: Maſter 
he: ſftandeth, or fallet 


judged : +] Forbear, 


times aue Part of [7 Word of 3 is 

that People mayn t ſee how, much they — + 

ach 8 Eras are kept: back 
nee, on a tion 

2 5 eee we muſt pou thus Hows 


; 20 "LINER, Wi G * Wand 
of- 655 decei by 75 25 e 7 9 end 
reſt what we ſeltwer Men of ill Deligns 


95 
0 ＋ C 
B \ , 


very. well nn that as Word *. de * 


what = 290 Pe x eve 
3 p of it fall be &vided Bom d 
reſt, no Notice taken of the Nature and Delign o 
the Diſcourſe to which it belong d; and a foreign, 
perhaps a quite contrary; Sence ſhall 
the Sound of it. An . 2 


mall ſerve n furniſh' ot a Proclamation of War 
and the abominable Things be, 
rr 


many Reverend Perſons are mou * on. the Fol- 


wha of the ee a8 of 
eſe Ancients, of 
4. le make wi Hearts of 
— M _ Lord has not 


e nors that ye 6e.00t 
3 — l 


And mp Truths, 
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"of we! — "that He ould Yor thy" 8 from. ihe b 


Wickedneſs, Wy. promiſing him Life. They cot 1. 
. |. i tenance and flatter him in it. They repreſent the 
Matt. Way to Heaven, as much broader and eafier, — 
vii. 14. Chriſt ever made it. They publiſh" ſuch Doki iner 
as the worſt of People, the moſt reſolv din their 
| Wickedrieſs; are very willing to believe, whoſe In- 
tereſt it ĩs that they ſhould be crue; that they may 
reap what they don't ſaw; or ſow' as well af reap: 

in [ime of Harveſt. In Effect, they tell them, as 
from the Word of Go p, that they ball have Pegte, 
though they walk in the Imaginations of their 
Hearts; a few good Words; and Thoughts, Wiſhes, 
and Reſolutions, as they are vo: ily the World, 
ſhall make an Attonement for an il ſpent Life, and 
paſs i 'of a good one; inſtead of that Holi- 
Heb. xii, #eſs, without” which no Man. ſhall fee the Lord: 
14. So that, . they have done evil all their 
Days, they ſhall have ie the Reward of thoſe that 
| have done well. They ſhall be encourag d to pre- 
ſume, that when they have, in Truth, ſinn'd away 
their Seaſon of Grace, and Gop Will have Pa- 
tience with them no longer, he will accept the 
Nil for the Deed,-as being the All that they then 
have. Thus Men of profliga and ſcandalous 
Lives; willing that ſuch a Caſe, as their own, 
ſhould he thought as fayourably of as may be; han- 
le the , G op deceirfully.” But let us care- 
avoid whatever is contfary eo ſuch a Manage- 
he as the Miniſtry of the Goſpel calls for. Let 

us renounce the hidden Tbingt f Diſponeſty, not 
Ln nor handle” the Ward: "GOD 
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95.5 Diwan . ove to the beſt of our Appre 

a Aten, by dtuins | Afſ;ſtance,)- 2 4 
tam d in this Managiment": By Manifeſtition 'of 
the- Truth conmending our felves to every | 3 
Conſcience in the & 255 of EOD. . 


FuIs Part of the Ton comprohetdsa juſt Care 
to approve our ſelves to the Eye of "Go p, and our 
ou N as Oo. as 0 5 The” W = 


24 7 . N 


of, doing it: By Manife ſtation. of the Truth. 
Wi ate to commend, or approve our ſelves ta 


every. 3 * 13 to his; deliberate and im- 2. 200 
_— 


| Thoughts... We muſt give all our People as as 
ure e the Nature of the Thing will 
22 — we bear wo a 3 ad 2 our 


Jake. Nor will che ConcluGon:be m—_— : 45 8 


ty Management on ry 3 
Fv urn. we. wink BI 255 [hes TY 
eve *;'Coniſcience an the Sight. of * 
under a Seve. of his all ſeeing es, arching _ 


e. 
N of our Hearers, as at the ſame De 
approve our ſelves to Gn, and our own Con 
or f and therefore uſe 10 deceitful! ng: 
wh "Manifotarian of the a is is.t he Means, 
Which we muſt comm r ſelves. 
2 of the Truth of. 
and of\. the Truth in our Hearts. The laſt is 3 
ug Ng W yy Fatt in the L 
and-ebſolutely neceſſary, if i 1 ſhould be ORE OK nor 
o directiy intended, as. the formr. 


.,- 15 0% n 15 kr; of the Tatb fon 


great and excellent. Things 
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we 
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aur ur Neighbours - . — — is: —T 7 De 


ſt ſo approve our {elves to Why 0 


0D in . 


e he "bak Gid there, by Moſes, pa the Pra- 


phets, . and. his Apoſties: Things of, vaſt 
reater Importance for us, to know, than what 
C rn aud Fathers have ſaid, or is tbe current 

Opinion of. the. e we liue; whate⸗ 
N ver LP * eſtabliſh'd Profeſſion of it. „We are Mi- 
niſters x. that 7 5 2 eg we acknow- .. 


ledge it for pie mpleat Nule of Faith 
N 0 . | | pa Ee the Popiſh rinciple, 
Believing at the Church believes; 50 claim, 
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can, e him rer or purch 1 2 
1 | e 3 Ta 1 and not an- 
1 Cor. X. other Man's. We muſt 2 — 71 | Mai- f 


29. ation 6 the Truth Gos in his Word, act as 
5 ee Eight, and not of Dartneſt. eee 
diſcover hat e can of it Our ſelves; and to others. 
We muſt 2 for it, in the uſe of all the Au 
. is plear'd to affortl ut, by Hy he 
Fut nd fervent Prayer. We muſt 40000 this 
cred 7 d to be its oum Interpreter; and judge m- 
| Partialy, What are the Interpretations it gives! 
FP and? g weg e ban What 2 5 8 
xvii. too; and not ry with 2 
11. thing upon Truſt from #s ; or the it if rhe honeſt 


1 Cor. x. jeg ſeud them to Per fwaffons different from our” "ow, 
I _ and they alt actor 29 N er fm hn 
*. 3 "GOD has revue 4 ſore of 3 
1 bis Mind t u, 'by his Spirit in his Word; 
x Cor. ii. We Foo A eber bave known without a —— 
20,11 And n „ hichwe muſt 
| py to pry into : Secre T] hing, belong i 

1 ings reveal. to 95. "Theſe we 
ae, 42 be ow Ness 6 far e uf Werd them under 
0 1 4 the Objetts 

reared uf #- 19 75 and 


of our Tp: Truth can't 


Tee thoſe ſu 
 reveaFd zs they are, hep 25 ay. ape Highly v6 | 
and as fuch we ſhow'd. rept | 
 Contraditizon"is a manifeſt. Abend; and thereto 
2 3 Chriſtlaniiy. There weder 
ch Thing Mord of Go; tho it-ma 
ELD * the Explications which ſome * 
Mat. iſts give of theſe Words, This - 
| . 25. Body.” 155 acred Ga the elde are * Bo 
Atem, and © (generally pe king) tell 
e meane we * - er if 
be under ft od by e ordina fe 41 
| im OD: Tho we * that ſtill 
E we 


a th auot her. 3 ee e i cow's gon d we 
r | 


3 


See ee ee wt WOT eee ee — per e eee eee eee ee e ee ee e eee eee * 4 
r 2 d ; 


« % NH "PID s 90 
| 3 An R DIN ATION. 
e e 119 328 n P * 4 þ „ ** : * 1 


We are liable to Miſtakes, and ſhou d keep at che 
utmoſt Diſtance from a Conceit of Hafallib ill,, 
IX order to our Acceptance with Go p, and uſe= _ 
fulneſs to 1 ſelves and others, we ought to be 
modeſt and humble, ſincere and unbiaſi d, 3 , 
and diligent, in our Searches after ſacred Truth. 
And then, tho we muſt not expect to have 10. 
thing bat Truth in this State of Imperfection, our 
Errors will neither be criminal, nor miſchievous ; if 
other parts of our Management agree with this. We 
muſt compare one part of ſacred Mit with a:: 
nother, Spiritual Things with Spirirual, conſider Cor. il: 
what's the Drift and Deſign of à Diſcourſe, before 14. fr. © 
we pretend to form a Judgment of the Senſe of a * 
fingle Ve erſe, or Fro ont, explain ' obſcure. Paſſages 
agreeable to the clear Diſcoyeries of the divine Na- 
ture in his Word and Works, the manifeſt Defign © 
ff the whole, and the mumerous plain Texts, in 
which the moſt important Truths are written, s 
with a Sun Beam, Let us, in the uſe of all proper 
Means, in Dependance on the ordinary Illumina- © 
tions of yds e Fog wha as much as we 
1 and a/ways Hudy to know: more and more, of .- 
| the true Mind of Gob, in every part of his Word; . © 
always maintaining a juſt Senſe of our Weakneſs, + 
and a conſequent Suſpicion of our ſelves. In Mat 
ters of Controverſy, whillt'the greater Weight of 
Exidence on one ſide, determines dur Opinion, the 
| great Difficulties on the other thou'd command out 
as And therefore tis fit to read, and c. 
der what is ſaid on both Sides, And let us be care- M 
| fal, that our Zeal for one Truth don't draw ds to 
the Contempt of another no leſs important” 
WA important Truth is manifeſt to us, let 
us endeavour to make manifeſt to our Hearers, fo © | 
far as tis needful and expedient, with reference to 
bheir Practice. And we ought by no meaus to offer 
1 uo thing to them, which is not clear in our own 
with wrangling par acl eſpecially, if they be 283 
ſuch, as we our ſelves think doubtful. But, tis 
our unqueſtionable Duty, the beſt we can, to en- 
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contain'd in the Holy Scriptures. We ought to do 
our utmoſt to acquaint them with the Great Dees 
of thole ſacred Writings, and to engage them to ſet 
the higheſt Value upon ſo glorious a Treaſure, and 
to give all Diligence to improve it. We mult not 
darken the great Things 0 the Chriſtian Lau, by 
Mord without Knowledge ; empty, inſignificant 
- Sounds; obſcure, and to them at leaſt, if not to our 
2 Cor. iii. ſelves, unintel/igible Terms and Phraſes ; but make 
12, 13. every thing as plain as we can to them,  _ 
Ap withal, we ſhould endeavour to make 
F them ſenſible, Nhat Truth is valuable for, wherein 
„ its Excellency lies; Namely, as it leads to Duty, to 
true Goodneſs, to the (ha of GopD and our 
; Neighbour ; a Conformity to the holy Nature and 
Rom. ii. Will of Gop. ReveaPd Things belong to us, that 
17.— 23. We may do all the Words of the druine Law. Put 
John xiii. them in Mind, that the Devils know more than 
17. any of us, and are never the better for it; and 
Matt. that Knouledge, without Humility and Charity, 


vii. 24. will not prevent our being their Companions for 


"co? Ever. A Sence of this might be a means to fil 
xiii. 1 2. them and us with a Concern not to hold the Truth 
ch. viii. in Unrighteouſneſs ; and to uſe all the Knowledge 
1, 2, 3, and Faith we have, as the Means iof Love and 
Deut. Obedzence. "'T'would preſerve them from unchriſtian 
xxix. 29. Contentions about Truth, or Words inſtead of it; 
Rom, i. and diſpoſe us all to prefer thoſe to our e 


is whoſe Converſation: is more becoming the Goſpe 
Gal. v. 6. han ours, though we ſhould think they have fol 


7 Tim. vi Truth, and conſequently leſs of Light, and Motive 
2 we, fo fees and inclir Thatever MF 
2 © tales they have, if they have but the Anſwer of a 
Strifes of good Canet towards -G O D and Chriſt, there 
Words. can be no reaſonable Doubt of their Salvation by 
1 Pet. his Grace; for already, on the Suppoſition, they 
iii. 21. are ſaved from their Sins, If a Man has the Life 
of a Chriſtian, he muſt have ſo much of the Faith 
of a Chriſtian as is abſolutely neceſſary. He hears 


Ads iii. Chriſt, believes him in all Things whatſoever he 


John JF to him, to the beſt of his Apprehenſions. 
xiv. 15, Keeping his Commandments is the beſt and ſureſt 
21,23,24. Evidence of Love to him; and both are an * 
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dam Evidence of the Faith that works by Love ; and 1 John 
they are in their Nature as much more valuable than ii. 4, 5. 
Faith, as the End is more valuable than the Means. 2 Ep. vi. 
prog fpeak'of this with the more Concern, as un- 
der ſad and too juſt Apprehenſions, that an item 
perate Zeal for 7ruth, or the Shadow and Apes: 
auce of it, without Regard to the End of all tle 
Truth of the Goſpel, which is a Doctrine accords » © 
ing to Godlineſs; calculated and reveaF'd on Pur 
11 pole to promote it; I fay, this intemperate fiery 7 
Eeal for Truth has been the moſt fatal Erroy in the 
| Chriſtian World, and the great Original of all the 
Corruptions, under which it groans. Truth in - 
nother Sence, I mean Sincerity, is, by this Means, 
fallen in our Streets, and treated as the moſt crimi- 
nal Thing in the World; and he is ſcarce own'd 
as a Chriſtian Brother, that has Chriſtian Charity; 
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without which, in the Apoſtle's Judgment, 2 
Faith, and the Knowledge of all Myſteries, could 1 Cor. 
profit a Man nothing, In our Scuffles for Truth, xiii. 1, 22 
we ſeem to think our Obligations to "love one no- 
ther, cancell d; and the Spirit of Chriſt, in every 
Inſtance of it, is loſt. Earthly, Senſual and De- 
vii Wiſdom, to the Scandal of our holy Profeſ- 
ſion, takes Place of the Wiſdom, which is fff 
Pure, and then Peaceable, Gentle, and eaſy to" le 
intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without, _ 
Partialii, and without Hipoerlfh We profes to know 5 e 
the Mind of Gop better than our Neighbours ; | "_ 1 
but in Works we deny him, We boaſt of Truth; Tir. 3.16; 
but what are we the better for it in our Hearts and Rom. ii. 
Lives? Inſtead of provoking one another to Love 17, &c. 
TY good Works we more than waſte our Time in Heb. x. 
provoking one another to Envying and Strife, Rail. 24. 
zngs and evil Surmifings, Confuſion, and every evil Tim. 
Mork, to the Subverſion of our Souls. _ I 
Ir might contribute to the Remedy of this com- Ep. ii. 
_ plicated Evil, if we could prevail with our Hearers to 125 
think more of this one moſt manifeft Truth; that  _ 
Chriſtianity is a practical Thing, and that the Deſign 1 Tim 
of all the Hotlines of it, is to make them like their vi. 3. 
Maſter ; and could we perſwade them to acquaint 
themſelves more with the HOLY BIBLE # | 
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eh the uncorrupted Fountain of Truth; given 
e Inſpiration to mate us all viſe and apps 5 
Tit. ii. throughtly furnijh'd unto all good Works. By this 
1 1,---- 34+ means they may, through the divine Bleſſing, at 
2 Tim. once obtain more Light, and more Love to GoD 
m 15. and Man, than they are likely to find amongſt the 
1 Theff. numerous Managers of Controverſies; who, too 
v. 21. . commonly, are ſo partial, as to conceal what thoſe, 
Rom. xi v. Whom they eonlider as Adwverſaries, have to ſay 
1. for their own Opinions; and will not, if they 
can help it, permit thoſe of their own Perſwaſion 
to examine the matter, fairly on both fides, whilſt 
they do it on one; by which Method a zarrow and 
1 Spirit appears much more reaſonable, 
than it would otherwiſe do. And, I conceive, 
twould be much better if, inſtead of inſiſting ri- 
idly on diſputable Jnterpretations of Seripture by 
| fall le Men, we made more uſe of Scripture Ex- 
x Cor. ii, preſſions ; in which, as Proteſtants, we all agree; and 
13. Which every one is concern d to underſtand the beſt 
be can, as GOD ſhall direct and aſſiſt him. "Tis 
ſale, and to the Advantage of the Truth of G O D, 
When we ſpeak of it in his 6wn Language; ſuch 
Truth eſpecially, as tis impoſſible for us in the leaſt 
Meaſure to know, any other way but that of fu- 
perpernatural Revelation; and is of ſuch a Nature, 
as to demand our atmaſt Reverence. Such are the 
Dcctrines of the Glorious and ever Bleſſed Trinity, 
Matt. Father, Son, and Spirit, repreſented in Scripture 
Auviii. 19. as three diſtinct Perſons,, and the Redemption of 
John xiv, the World by the Second of them, whoſe ns 
”  - ferth have been from of Old, from l If 
Mic. v. 2. ve run into more particular Explications of ſuch 
Truth as this, than the Holy Scripture it ſelf af- 
fords us, we may ſoon be bewilder'd, and loſt in 
Tnconfiſtency. But if we content our ſelves with 
what Goh has ſeen fit to reveal of theſe Matters 
to us; we have ſo much clear, and important 
1 Cor. ii, Truth, as demands our moſt humble Gratitude. 
75 97 10. And indeed, ſuch is his Goodueſs, that whatever 
is moſt important and neceſſary, is always moſt clear 
and gs that it may be intelligible and practical 
- to the me aneſt Capacity. That 4 Thing is fo, | 
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may "ah matter of plain Revelation; when the een 
cular unreueal d manner of its being ſo, muſt needs 
be in the dork to ud. Nothing can be more . 
dent from the Light of Nature, than that there it: 
One ouly 60D, an 3 ſapre . and © 
independent Being; eterna hy poſjel 20d fins, ns 5 
all poſſible Perfection. Let as to the particular Man- 
ner of his gn our finite Underſtandings muſt _ 
needs be at a Loſs; nor can Revelation help us. He 
Ys not be ſuch a'GO D, if we could comprehend 
him. And tis Truth, no leſs evident from Ons, Ek 
we 1 but a OD. he 5 
om are ings; jo there is One I. > 76 1 cor 
fas Chriſt, by 5 are all Things : That by Him —_ 
the Father made the Worlds, and all Things there: Heb, 1. 2. 
in; and that without him was not any thing made Col. i.16. 
that was made ; and that by Him, II hom be hath Job. i. 3. 
appointed Heir of all Things he allo eſerves, Col. i. 17. 
1 805 of and wi Juage the World: That He is 1 33 
| D of GOD; O.D the. SON of CO Dem. 
the 2. J R, —— the Divine Nature, Eph. ; 20. 
and infinite Perfettions from Him, and fo a fit 2; _—_ 
Object of that religious Worſhip which Angels, Acts xvii. 
as well as Men, are bound to _ him, For He z. 
is not only ſtiled oe Firſt-boru 8 every Creature, John i, x, 
as being before all Things ;. but Gos Own Sor, © — 
Hi Only begotten Son, The - Brightneſs of his Glu * 
ry, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, This is Coles. 15 
u evident reveal d. + H/hat we are told, and R 255 17 
are ud to believe, is plain. But the Manner f 
his Generation, from an unconceivable 8 who Fe i __ 
ſhall Declare? *Tis no leſs plain, that G 0 D ſo 16. — 
2 the Welk ny 0 he ſent this bis dear and Heb. i. 2 
otten Son, fr ofom into it; And that II. liii. 8, 
2 5 one Mind ma the Father,  delightiug Jo ohn iii. 
70 _ his Mill, and with his. Law in his Heart, 16. 
did as freely come forth. from bim, and come into Pal. * 
the World; that the Glory which he had with ſo hu *. 
the Father before the World was, was for a Time 3. 
vaiÞld ; And in ſtead of pearings in the OS. John xvii. 
Gov, he took on him Form: of a Serv 
emptied himſelf, aud became of no Reputation, and and Pha. v. Gr 
was made in the 1 ara ih, 
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38 r 
* ii. our ©, m_ Blood; „ his Glory» 
14. ds of the on otten of the Father, ſhone, in 
John i. ſome Meafhre, 1 h the Vail; fo Reo was 
Kim at once, in Hferent eit e, G O D vaifd and 
iii, 16, Manifeſt in the Fleſh. And without Controverſy, 
: great, and worthy of all Acceptation is this Part 
of the 39 of Godlineſs made known to us in 
the Goſpe/. But the manner howG O D is manifeſt 
in Flejh, is Myſtery {till, and demands our Admira- 
tion. There's nothing unintelligible, or contradiftory 
in what is reveaPd to us, and we are required to be- 
| lieve. *Tis alſo plain, that the Bleſſed Jeſus died for 
3 Cor. our Sins, to take them away by the Sacrifice of him- 
xv. 3. | ſelf, that by Methods of Grace he might fit poor 
ch. v. 7. Sinners for, and give them Eternal Life : tho? I am 
Joh. 1.29. perſuaded, there is much in this ſtupendious Work © 
5 ery 9* of Redemption, the Diſcovery of which is reſerv'd 
1 | . + for that World, in which there will be a much more 
E John be; ' bright and glorious Manifeſtation of Truth, than 
27, 28 this preſent State will admit. The Love of GOD 
Eph, iii. in Chriſt paſſeth Knowledge ; and yet what we do, 
8, 18, 19. or may know of it, muſt raiſe our Vonder and Love, 
Rom. v. or leave us inexcuſable. That the Holy Spirit, whom 
6.11, the Son ſends from the Father, is the Great San- 
© | 21. Ciffer and ve cru of Souls, and that his Opera- 
r tions are abſolutely neceſſary to make us holy and 
+4 v. happy, is manifeſt Truth ; tho* the manner of thoſe 
JI Þ Pet i. Operations is not ſo manifeſt And therefore, we 
þ 2. need not be at a Loſs for the Manifeſtation of Truth. 
| John iii, We have Light enough for it, which *tis our Buſineſs 
do receive, and communicate, in the beſt manner we 
ann, to our People. Some Truth is ſo evident, that 
11% there can be no Danger of ſpeakzng too poſitively 


. 


3 EE min —— r 
. 
FI STO DO. a nd Px {a I n 2 T 
EE . ee er a ammnQgd an ——OwC ˙— — £- x; b * 
- 


— — = 


ok about it; and ſo important, that there's no Dan- 
'F ger of our infiſting too much upon it; as, That our 
1 Relation to the Bleſſed G O D, his glorious Attri: 
"i butes, and the various Exerciſes of them, call for ut- 
i +... muſt Regard from reaſonable Creatures; that eſus 
|} Mal. i. 6. Chriſt is now our exalted Prince and Saviour, who 
1 14. * gives Repentance and Remiſſicn of Sins, in his own 
11 Acts v.31 Way and Method; That He is able to, ſave. to the 


Heb. vii, uttermoſt all that come to G O D by bim, ſeeing he 
| 25, 26, | ever liveth io make Interceſſion for em; That wet 
| | 9 „ 
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due can do nothing, His Grace, who is a Rewarder of 
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need that Interceſſor, and ought. to come to the John xvi,' 
Father in his Name; That whoſoever believes in 22. 
him, 7 * 7 ok e 2 L dee 3 * ii. i, 

ence, ſball have Everlaſting Life, and that the Mau id. 
Who does not thus . the · preaching of 3 v. 6. 
the Goſpel to him, ſhall be danmed ; That the Liu, Mark 277 
by which he governs, are. holy, juſt, and good; and 16. a 
that Sin againſt him is the worſt of Evils; That Rom. vis. 

due have exceeding Great and precious ' Promiſes ; 12, 12, 
That as, without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 

Lo RP; ſo. we muſt follow after Holineſs, as ever 2 Pet. i, - 

ue hope, by the Grace of Chriſt to obtain it; That 4. 
we muſt work out our own Salvation, in Hope, and Heb. 2+ 

with Fear, and Trembling, by VWatchfulneſs SEES. 

Prayer, nN on hit Spirit to work in us both "I = 
to will and do; That we cant our ſehves change * 0 

our corrupt Natures, but muſt. ſeek that Change of - _. 

the GOD of Grace, in the way of ſerious" Endes _ ; 
wour, of which we are in ſome meaſure capable. 
by Help already obtain d, til we have fim d it all 
away Tho e Metaphors, begotten; born of GOD, © 
and of the Spirit, quickn'd, rais'd unto Newneſs "WI 8 

f _ Life, created unto good Works,” without ſtrain- 

ing them beyond their true Intention, ſo as to make 
it appear unreaſonable to exhort any to endeavour” 

after their own Converſion, I fay, without ſtrain» - 

ing em to ſuch a miſchievous 4b . A 
 trary, to the great Defign of the Goſpel; and a G] _ © 
pel Miniſtry, they malt import nothing at all, or 
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ſo much as this, that the Change in Converſion ies 

f ; 5 3 l " 7 

very Great and happy; that we cou d not work it 
our ſelves, and that tis wrought by the Grace of *© _ 
GO D, who thus makes us Partakers of his Holineſs : 
or Likeneſs, which therefore in a limited Senle, . -. 


is calbd the divine Nature :| That, tho ef our ra Ml | OE 
Heb. XI. 
thoſe that diligently ſeek him, is ready fon our A6. 
fiſtance ; and that —.— do all — rs 2550 PHIL ir. 
which ſtrengtheneth us; That we muſt be diligent Pim. 
in the Service f GO D, in keeping all his Com- bra 4. 
mandments, and yet when we have done all that © 
we can do, we are but unprofitable ' Servants, we 1 uk xvii. 
hade done but our Duty, and muſt be juſtified fear. 
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great Maſter, towards them, and towards our otun 
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ly by his Grace, thro” the Redemption that ir in Je- 
24. _ jus Chriſt; That as we muſt be holy, or we can't 
Heb. xii. be happy; ſo we muſt be holy here, lor we can't" be 


* 00 
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14. © holy hereafter; and that i we "are not happy, we 
Rev. xxii. hal be miſerable ; That the Searcher of our Hearts 


Tſe .. will be our Judge, and render to every one Eternal 
3 Life, or Ejernal Death, according 10 bis Warks'; 


| 2 Cor: v. the Things done in the Body, whether goed or bad. 


r + tors Hh 64ot 
Mat. xvi. ical Truths, and the particular Truths and Duties 
27. conſequent upon them, we approve our ſelves to 
Rom. ii. every Man's" Conſcience, as ſhewing to all the- | 
16 445 things that belong to their Peace.” We preach'Chriſt , 
Matth. Jeſus the Lord to them, hit Mind, the glorious Re- 
8 velations He had from the Father. They hear from 
ir. 3. us Words, by which they may be ſav'd. We don't 
14. Goſpel of the Grace G . 
Acts xx. MANI ESTATION of the" Truth in our own 
24. Hearts. We do not commend,” or approve our 


=, 
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2 Cor. ſelves to our Hearers, by a well contrivd piece of 


Ther. ii. Deceit, finiſh'd Hypocriſy; a Diſguiſe, too cloſe for 
„ — 6.8. the Penetration of Mortals No, we commend our 
of _ * *ſehves to them in the few of GOD; that GOD, 
Phil. i. who knoweth all Things, u ſearcheth our Hearts. 
ows-our Integrity, 
2.Cor. that we are careful to offer them nothing, but what 
Xii. 14. we believe to be the Truth, important Truth, and 
Heb. xiii. 20 keep back from them nothing that is profitable to 
7-. it we: og not our fei ves, but Chriſt 
* Tin. B the Lord; and that we practice our own 
2 Cor. i. Doctrine. He knows that our Heart is in our 
12. ch. 3. Vork, that we are in good Earneſt, when we be- 


12. feech our Hearers, not to receive the Grace of G0 D 


in vain. He knows that we' fay- the” Tur md 
he not, when we ſay, that we are their affectionate 
Servants for Jeſus ſale; that we ſeek them, not 

I ,beirs, that we are muſt tenderly 'conceri d' for their 
Welfare; that we love, and that we watth for their 
Soul, as they that muſt give account ; that the Diſ- 
charge of our Confciences, towards GO D, "our | 


Souls, 
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Souls, TT an ardent Love to all theſe, direct — 


* our. whole Management. We: pray, we ſtrive 1 


nightily , thro' divine Aſſiſtance, to ſave our 
ec, and them that hear 'us. Go is Witnels, 


With our Conſciences, that in Simplicity and god- 5 


ly Sinceriiy, we have had our. Converſation in 


the World; not by Fleſoly Wiſdom, but by the 


Grace of God.. We have us d great Plainneſs and 


Freedom. By Manifeſtation-of the Truth, commend- 


ing our ſelves to every Mars Conſcience in the Sight . ' 
of Gor. The Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt be 
very fincere and faithful in the whole Management 


of A cat and their Doctrine. 


 AnD Faithfubzeſs implies Ri in Du; 15 


— Dijſhiculties, and Diſcouragements. Rev. il. : 


The Servant of the Lord muſt be faithful unto 10 
Death. This Apoſtle here gives us a Deſcription 2 2 Co. ĩv. 
tw his grievous Sufferings; but they did not ſhock 312 


| Seeing we have i Mini 'Y, N ere 
— Mercy, we faint not. None of thoſe Things a2 
mov'd him, nor did be count his Life dear unto _ 725 


E that oY ht finiſb the Courſe of that 5 
wa, with 7 Joy. 1 come, in a 


IV, and Lo Place, coke before you 257 U. 5 
ations we == ucere . 3 
ement of our 2 our D 


'To this Purpoſe, let us a, 3 5 
Wn os Miniſters zue are : The Sovereign Lord 
= Heaven and Earth; the great Judge of the Wor 


is our Maſter; we are Miniſters of Chriſt, who did1 ret · il | 
u Sin, neither was. Guile found in his Mouth : 22. 


WA Miniſtry we have; the moſt ſacred, . i 
2 and glories; wherein we have, or ougat 


have, much to do-with Gop, the Gop of * Trath 


a moſt important Miniſtry :. Death and Life are, in 

ſome Senſe, and Meaſure, in ſhe. Power of our 
Tongues. "is à moſt awful. Employment; f 
amazing Conſequence : We are'H/atchmen for Soul . 
for immortal W en L * NON? * 5 it 
Things ? » 155 16 
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ſhou'd be thus employ d in thy Kingdo mm 
How deeply we are engagd, by the Ordinas 
tion Vow taken upon us. What ſolemn Promiles 
do we then make? Don't we devote our ſelves to 
the Lord, to be his ſincere and faithful Servants 
for ever ? 2 %%% 8 
Ak we. rot always in the Preſence, in the 
Sight of our great Maſter ? And his Eyes are asa 
Have of Fire. He ſees thro” our whole Manage- 
18 ment. Nothing is hid from him. Nothing can 
, ͥ dd ß no. 
+ + WHAT bright Examples have we left us of ep | 
| >--© Shah word What think we of the Apoſtle 
Paul? He was ſincere and faithful: He oy not 
Faint under all his Preſſures; ' Many other bright 
Examples, even of ordinary: Miniſters, have been 
alſo ſet before us. Will they not'condemn us, if we 
72 moved, and encourag d by them to our 
uty 8 | „ 
I ue ſbou d be perfidious Wretches, what a Load 
of Guilt muſt lie upon us? How uncomfortable are 
our Circumltances at preſent ? What Terrors are 
we liable to? And don't we, with all our Craft, 
diſquiet our ſelves in vain? And, 
Vu Arx a diſmal Reckoning ſhall we have at laſt * 
What is the Hope of the Hypocrite, when G o D tales 
aua his Soul? All the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty | 


Priviledge is this? Lord, what are we, that we 


Pr 8 ſhall then be laid open before Men and Angels. 


And, Lord! what an aggravated Doom will ours 
- be? If we are inſincere, unfaithful, walk in Craſti- 
neſs, or handle the Word of Go deceitfully ; what 

1 r 1 will be _ 95 ' | bf 1 . 
PW Bleſſings may we be, if faithful, in our 
Phil, iv. reſpective Sana — many may, thro? the 
| Bleſſing of G op, rejoyce to Eternity in the Fruit 


"If © Sa 
1 Theſ. of our, Labours? What Foy, Grace, and Glory, may 


11. 19, 20, we be the Mears of conveying to our Neighbours? 
And what Joy may they return to us? Ls 
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WHAT Teſtimony ſhall we then have from our 
Conſciences ? What Relt, what Compoſure, and Sa- 
tisfaction? What a Calm in our Minds? What a 
-  Finally,. hat à glorions Croum ſhall we at las 
receive, hen the chief Shepherd ſhall appear ? I Pet. 
They that turn (do their Part to turn) many tb v. 4. 

| 8 Pall ſhine as the Stars for ever and Dan. xii. 
ever. No Work, no Labour f Love ſhall be for- 3 _ 
gotten. Ba Sr og Hon ve 


_- FROM What has been ſaid, we may infer 10. 


3 —  _ 
— TOE RT” 
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1. Ho W little Reaſon they have to value them. 

ſelves, or to be valued by others, who profeſs to have 

this Miniſtry ; whilſt their Management is wut at 

all anſwerable to the great Ends it? Who are 

not able and faithfal Men: Who are groſly in- 
ſiufficient, or: ſcandalouſly W Who don't 

tale heed to themſelves, or to their Doctrine: Wha, 

inſtead. of -commending themſelves to every Mans 

Conſcience in the "Sight of G ov, by Manifeſtation 
f Truth, practice the hidden Things of Diſho- 

neſty, wall in Craftineſs, and manage the Word 

F God deceitfully ; wreſt the Scriptures, as much 

as in thenrlies, to the Deſtruction-of themſelves, _ 
and others; encourage, and harden the Wicked 

in their Wickedneſs, by what they ſay, and by what 

they do; faſtening the Cords of Sin and Death up- 

on them: who, whilſt they glory in an empty 

Form, hate and deride the Power of Godlineſs ; and 

teach others to do ſo too: Who are very zealous to 

make one Proſelite to their Party; and when he is Matt. 

made, would, if poſſible, make him two-fold more xxiii. 15. 

the Child of Hell than themſebves. If ſuch Men were ver. 2, 3, 

Magiſtrates ; as the Scribes and Phariſees were, 

who ſate in Moſes's Seat; the People would be ob- 

lig'd to obſerve, - and do what they lawfully com- 

manded : but I don't ſee what better Regard'is due 
to them, under the Notion of Miniſters, than Pity 

and Contempt. They are a Sandal to the ſacred 

Profeſſion, and ſome what account for, tho they 
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_ carft juſtify, the Swarins of Infidels, that are to 
he found in a Chriſtian Country, who have been 
av e tempted 


* 


44 5 e 


1 to think the Goff * Gyſe it ſelf to de Pra 
Craft, or a cunnin 2 Fable.” Theſe Men 
ate Plagues-and Judgments,: not Bleſſings, where 
they live. If People were left to the Light of Na- 
ture, and their Bibles; they might; per have 
22 els of the Brute, and of the Devil too, than now 
» they have by living under ſuch à Miniſtry as this. 
Are ſuch Workers of 1 late? to be Jov'd and ho- 


- nour'd for their Works ſake ? Is any. e 5 
do the moſt horrid Treachery and Per fey 
Shou'd they, not abhor theniſeluer? | 
-x tempt will be pour d upon them at the _ — 
by the Lord Jeſus himſelf, for the Diſhonour the 
have done him, by pretending to be his Servants. 
What an exceeding and erernal Ty of: yOu 


they fink under? . 
2 POLY; ka — Wy” 
Tears EY Blood, that the ere an = 


Miniſters is ſo y ſmall and. ineonfidera 
the Chriſt ian World. So tis, indeed, if we — 
it with the unworthy e to ſo ſacred an Of. 
= In: Po 0 Countries nothing is leſs meunt 
aan the ſeſtation of Truth. The Bible i 4 
cept from the common People, as a dan 
Bobk. And the wretched deſigning Prieſts telſ th 
oo they 72 ie the — of mer BD. 0 in. I 
d, very few (whom they can are permit- 
2 to read it in their omn Tranſlations, in which 
ey have wickedly corrupteditwhere they thought 
it would bear hard upon them. Tonorance of 1 
1 Scriprures: is the Mother of their 


De YOttON. } 
- how? tis even in Proteſtant Countries, we yen 
4 2 Ai A — 1 age Dotri 
or niſtry o oſpel, which they profeſ , 
to have - receiy'd ? How Jew are Chr: nice, wh 
call themſelves Miniſters? We are high favour d 
Providence; yet catyt be be rho till fo are re. 
22 nor are _ Ake to 1 whilſt it's 


4 r 


E wan guerre Thank 70 
ba onderful: my 


cen 
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5 a OLBINATION. "no 

| IR — ———e— — 
as om the Darkneſs, and "Manag ement of 

Ty, We have en of op in e 1 

and; — the Mouths of faithful Miniſters; who, ab- „„ 

ſolutely 1 are many, tho not in a compa - „ Mi 

rative Senſe. The Labourers are ew, When com [i 

— rd with the Loiterert, or with Harve ? Yet Matt, ik. 1 

us bleſs the Zord of the Harveſt, that they are 37, . : J. 

fo mam; . _ do the yt- 4 

wofte our ſelves. 8 * i 


ME , 4 3 477 7 1 


wet fai ure A. Goſh g 1 
ni hly e 22 ſuch. One that lives . =_ 
Well, that does — walk in Pager 1b. — — Li. 
8 the Word of Go deceitfully; one who Tra, 1 | = 

_ endeavours, by the Ma fling. 'of:- the Truth - : ö 
cone, himſelf to every Man Conference in "= | 

Fight of Go: Such a one demands our 6, Sond - i | 

| 


wherever we find him; whatever his particular 


Perſtwaßßon WWorhig may be; Whether 
e 8 e whatever 
A? 2 Tas > heb Ne ths may be miſta- 1 
en 95: and. think him 0 . "nv 
Ae not [bike an 15 85 dembtnt of _ _—_ 
arity, bound to believe, fs Study of the 1 
et, and earneſt Prayer for keine | 5 
he eneavonrs to agquamt himſelf with "th 1 
of Go, and that, N to the beſt of f . 
i e d he makes it xnown to his Raten 

| — ww 4 his Faith evidence it felf in the = | 
>] Pres; and the Joundneſs t | 
his. Biaene, in its Tendency to promote the fame nn 


in others ? Te make thi 105 as our common Lord 
would have them be 2 Ik this. be the Caſe, let us 
own, and love ſuch FeBow Servant, 'whom our 
. __ _ oun, N * 1 1 * 


e Bey Kar ae e . + 1 
| a at Care 5 vo he taken, both as 0 the 5 


on to «pot acred and the =, i 
— tg fo. to ft. 4 Dey eb — to be | 1 


_ encourag'd. 45 are not like to pufſue tfie Ends of = 
the Mipiſtry. There ſhop'd be be well * | 


. „„ 4 SEK N . 
Hlopes, that Principles of true Goodneſs are in 
ſome Meaſure formed in them. And one that's 
ſo deſign'd by his Parents, ſhould. from a Child 
? know the holy Scriptures, which are ſo neceſſary 
to: make him Wiſe unto Salvation; and through 
2 Tim. / furniſhed unto every good Mor; by which 
11. 15. he mult ſeek the Salvation of others, as well 
37. „ DOWD es gol nn manic wh 


6. SINCE there are ſo few, and tis the Vill of 
Chriſt there ſhould be ſo many, able, fincere, and 
® faithful, Managers in the Sacred Office ; they do 
muell who. contripute all they can reaſouably to- 
wards an Encreaſe of their Number. Tis à com- 
mendable 4g in Parents, to bring up their Sons, 
for. it, . whoſe promiſing Genius, early Piety, 
and Inclinations, encourage them to hope for 
Suycceſs in the Deſign: And, where the Caſe 
requires it, twould be commendable in others to 
| al:f in ſo excellent a Work, A Diſpoſition to- 
wards ſo deſpis d, though. fo honourable an. 
Employment .ought to be cheriſhed. And thoſe 
that have  gaod Eſtates to leave behind ther 
; | ſhould not think it a, Diſgrace to have a Child 
the Serpent of Chriſt in a. peculiar Manner; 
nor content themſelves with devoting one to 
this Miniſtry, which they can't tell how. other- 
Ways to diſpoſe of. Thoſe that purſue their Su- 
dies on this Deſign, ſhould: have their End, often 
in Vieu; and, in good earneſt, labour after thoſe 
| Inprovements of their Minds and Hearts, which 
may contribute to their 


— 
* 


ontribute. to their Preparations for thus ex- 
ent Miniſtry, This they ſhould, ſtill aim at 


Fo * 
* 


by. all. proper Means, as Reading, Meditation, Con- 
verſe, ANG Brajer.... im ooh og Of npert 
THERS in bays the Profeſſion of Lau, or 
Phyfick; and theſe do well thus to bend their 
Thoughts this Way ; although they reſolve never 
to have the Miniſtry by means of any Compliance. 
with Terms not made by Chriſt, if they mould 
but doubt that in them, at leaſt, it would be in- 


2 ent with Fincerity, the Faithfulneſs and Alegi- 
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auce- due to Him, or any v. injuriou to the 5 
Rights and Liberties' of the Subjects of His King- Rom. xiv 


1 


dom. And in the Exerciſe of this t 1 5» 23 


both Magiſtrates and Miniſters do well to pr 
and encourage them, ſo far as they can. And one 
of theſe being actually qualified for the Miniſtry, 
thoſe People act agreeable to the Mill of Chriſt, 
who defire the Benefit of his. Labours ; and regu= 
larly, fo far as it concerns them, call him to it. Nor 
can that bleſſed Redeemer be diſpleas'd with his 
own. immediate Defire of ſo good. an Office and | 
Vork. If this be manifeſtly the Cafe, Miniſters 1 Tim. 
don t act as their great Maſter's Friends, if they iii. 1. 
don't joyfully - concur in his Ordination. They. 
wrong him in his Intereſts, and Kingdom: and if 
all in a Country ſnould agree in this Wrong; tis, 
confeſs, paſt Diſpute with me, that a Perſon, % 
, 


qualified and cal d, may have as valid a Mini 
as any in the World convey'd to him, without 
their. Concurrence (and againſt their Mil, fo di- 
rectly oppoſite to hrs Wil. by which they ought 
to govern themſelves) and that he does well ſo to 
receive it, and add one more to the few. i REL”. 


"2 


J. Ir it be a Matter of ſo much Inportance, and: 
ſo agreeable to the Mind of Chriſt, that the Mini- 
ters of his Goſpel ſhould be very fincere and faith. 
ful in the le nes; themſelves, and 
their Doctrine; then what a ſad Account muſt they 
have to give, who, by their unwarantable Inpo- 
fitions on the Conſcience, by fram*d- Subſcriptions 
and Declarations, corrupt this Miniſtry; temp 
_ thoſe that ſeek it to be iiincere at their very En- 
trance upon it, and (as much as in them lies) diſ=- 
courage and reject ſuch as are qualified and call d, 
if they will not enter with à He in their Mouths? 


< 
» 


*., 


8. Ir it be a Matter of ſo much Importance 
that ſuch as miniſter in holy Things ſhould be 77 
lified for that Office, and be fincere, and faithful 
in their whole' Management ; then it muſt be very 
much the Concern -of every fingle Perſon to have 
ſuch a one for his Miniſter.  *Tis the Vill of LP ; 
. | Es that 
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8 has very one ſhould - love his own. = take e 

Ar beſt Care, and uſe the beſt Means he can a 41 
2 2 of it. And in this, he muſt ju Fi 
| chooſe for himſelf, according to the hee 90 his 
; 1 And, as none can anſwer for him 
Aa. nother Da Y; none can have Right to hinder him, 
xiv. 12. And therefore a Church is a voluntary Society: 
none are Members of it, but by dle wn . 

In no Priſon. | 1 00 268 1 
"AND hence we may ink 4 


15 #3 $1 oe” 


9. How mgligne » | wy bh 6 ale 
| "ph 7 ang, ES} them to an . 
ient, infincere, ait 51 —. an 
5 - wo, N like a 1 55 FE 4 Devil, * ale of 
this or that Party; rather than 9 one, 
that in ſome Meaſure copies after the Ex e (mm 
the Text; and ſo ale himſelf to — 1 
Con dience in the Sight of GOD? gg can — 
. anſwer for ſuch a Choice at the great Day ? Whos / 
or what, {hall then excuſe you 2 ? ho will then un 
ae to bear you harmleſs 1 5 7 not 
. chooſe an ignorant, or a careleſs an 
Mat. your ſick diſfeinper d Bodies, if you knew it: and 
xvi, 26. are not your Souls much more precious: N 
or Opinio W A Hay 10 05 mak e 
lous Miniſte r acceptable to Chrift ? Or will He, 
upon theſe, or ay other N diſoun one 
| that's faithful? If not, how can you think that 
ſach 'a Choice as yours, ſo manifeſtly contrary ta 
His Wil, ſhall be . No "_ wn any e 
uhatſever. 55 


10% EI ALLY, If Mon; ſors bo 
Frogs in the w, | 


ſelves, and their DoQrine: 3 People "ſhould be fo t 
in their own Endeavours to further the 
e their Miniſtry. You are the Eye 
fame Go p, and liable to the ſame a You 

are nearly concern d in the Succeſs of our Miniſtry ; 
and have a Part to do towards it; which if you. 
neglect, how faithful ſoe ver we are, we ſhall La; 
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as to you;-though we ſhall not loſe our Reward. 
We are to watch jor your Souls," as they that mu 

give Account.” Tou alſo muſt watch ; for you 'allo. 
muſt give Account. And though unfaithful Mi- 
niiters ſhall have a ſeverer Damnation, unfaithful 
People ſhall be damin'd as well as they. The hid- 


den Thing of Diſboneſty, which we: renounce,” %, ¹⁸⸗t5ñ 
muſt alſo renounce. Nor have you more allo -- 
ance to walk in Craftineſo, or abuſe the Scriptures 
than we have. 8 5 5 8 
Ir we don't carry it towards you, as the fiucere = 
and faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, upon full. Proof | 
of it, don't own us as ſuch, reject, and ſbun us. 
But if, as ſuch, we commend our ſelues to every 
Man's Conſcience in the Sight of Gop; then, for 
the Lord's ſake, do you upon the ſame Con- 
ſideration commend yourſefves to our Conſcien- 
ces, as Perſons that ſet à juſt Value upon our Mi- 
75 Honourably . — and encourage us. 
we ſow unto you Spiritual 4 hings, is it a great Cor. ir? 
thing if we ſhall reap your Carnal Things ? Seeg u. 1 
en our Hearts, and our Hands, all you can: At- 
tend us in all the Exerciſes of this Miniſtry; in aal! 
the Ordinances we diſpence, with Conſtancy, Dili- S 
gence, and Seriouſneſs. Live what you hear. Con- * 
tent not your ſelves with the belt Means, without 
the End. We would ſave our ſelves, and you that 
hear us, In this we are. Workers" together with 
'GoD; therefore. don't hinder us, by fpreading, 
or entertaining groundleſs Preſudices againſt us, 
or unchriſtian Contentions amongſt your ſelves ; 
burt fall in heartily with our great Deſign. Brethren 
5 pray for us, and be Workers together with God, 
and us. Work out your own Salvation. Let your 
private Diſcourſes, and Exhortations, be ſubſer-. - 
vient to thoſe we offer you in publick. Exhore 
one another daily ; and provoke to Love and good 


Works; teſt br of you be harden'd tro th 8 
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| Deceirfulneſs of Sin. Receive Chriſt Jeſus the 


Lord as we preach, and offer him to you. Love 
the Manifeſtation of Truth, and ſubmit. to the 
Power of it, and that more * more: So we ſhall 
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| „ Ader RY _—_ . 1 
ſtating of this Caſe with my felf, I hi 
rely declare; that tis not 

any preſent Intereſt that I herein p 
muſt char I ſee ler ſo little Hop 


— 


„ Wy "The e 5 5 


had 1 made theſe Say my principal "Alm, I 
think, I ſhould not have ſought: them in'this Way. 
And therefore I truſt, that-I do not deceive my 
ſelf, as ſure I am, that I have no Deſignof Jeceiv- 
ing others, when I ſay, that the Glory: of Go'D, 
and the Good of Souls, the advancing the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of ChiR in the World; and the 
placing my ſelf in ſuch a State as may molt effeGtu- 
ally inable me to obtain the future Everlaſting Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and help others to obtain it, are the great 
prevailing Motives, which induce me to under- 


thy ven * 46d bereit diſcouraging | 


Wel. 2. Wil —_ be ily ent in praying, read- 
ing, preaching, - admi 11 e the Sacraments, 
Diſcipline, and ee all } Minſteria Duties 

Ae. Much 1 J very) ken dis Ehe, infaf 

N : + IQ inſuf - 
ficient I am for theſe an very ; yet I purpoſe, and 
ſhall endeavour, in the Strength of Chriſt and 5 
according to the Meaſure of his Spirit and C 
—_ me, ſo to pars, my nn in 3 of 

» as to approve my exein to Go : uh 

own' Conſcience, and to the Church of i | 

Queſt. 3. Wil ng be diligent, and faithful in 
ee the Truth WY: the Goſpel againſt 


Anf, I end f Tha Truths of Chriſt. Jeſus, 
ip ths. Pla Sipplicith of the Gofjiel? : 
will be always dearer to me than Reputation, In- 
tereſt, or any worldly- 3 whatever; and 
that he will enable me with Co and Conſtan- 
cy, Wg Hope of Reward, or Fear of Puniſh- 
ment from Men, heartil uy to Saks, and openly to 
— Goſpel . on all fuitable 
Occaſions, and againſt all its Oppoſers. 
eſt. 4. Mill jou be car ul to maintain the 
"Pos and Uni the Ch rh, againſt Schifm 
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and Diviſious | 
I.cannot but be ut be rol with 2 very fe 
ee and Affliction, to obſerve the fata! 


ra ſequences of Schiſm, and Diviſions in the 
Baile GH Pres eee 2 
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God's Aſſiſtance, to recommend, promote, and 
encourage univerlal Charity, Love, and Concord 


* . 
1 tk 
4 
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among 4 hriſtians; and 'with all my Power and In- 


tereſt maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 


os 


. Queſt. 5. Wi haz do yon thin of the Reformation 
w. Lis apparent to me, that the ( ch of 


| Rome has 5 and depravd the Chriſtian 
t 


Doctrine and Inititutions, in ſeveral eſſential Parts, 


both of Faith and Worſhip; and therefore -I can- 


not hut look on our Reformation, as a neceſſary: 
Withdrawing our ſelves from the groſs Errors, ſin- 


ful Corruptions, and moſt unchriſtian Impoſitions 


of that Church: And accordingly I ſhall always 
endeavour, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to oppoſe and ex- 
plode thoſe falſe pernicious Principles, on which 


Popery has advanc'd, and ſtill ſupports it ſelf; par- 


ticularly, that fundamental Error of denying Men 
a free impartial Enquiry into, and Examination of 
the Holy Scripture, and the Liberty of acting con- 
formable to their Judgments, after ſuch Examina- 
tion made. This is 3 the main Pillar which ſup- 
ports the antichriſtian Fabrick: And we can never 
B for the Peace and Unity of the Church in 
Doctrinals, or primitive Purity in Worſhip, while 
impartial Examination, in Matters of Religion, is 
diſcourag d, and Chriſtian Liberty in Things in- 


different deny d; and while Men are ty'd down by 
Oaths, Subſcriptions, Declarations, and other like 


Methods of Church Tyranny, to ſuch meer hu- 
man Opinions and Explications of Scripture, as are 


_ thought moſt conducible to advance Secular Power, 


aud not from Dioceſan Biſhops ? 1 
Auſu. On the ſtricteſt, and moſt important En- 
_ euiry+ that I have been able to make into this 


Matter, I am clearly and fully perſuaded, that the 


Paſtors of particular Churches, Congregations, or 
worſhiping Aſſemblies, are the only Biſhops of di- 
han oa Appointment ; and that the Epiſ- 
copal 


Office being a Perſonal Truſt, the Dioceſan. 


* 2 


rn. 
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2 is altogether inconſiſtent -therewith, ane 
contrary to the main Ends and Deſigns — 

7 fame ; as it takes the Power of the Ke —_ 
Church Diſcipline out of the Paſtor's Hands and: 
places it not only where it does not properly belo 

t where it cannot poſſibly: be exercis d: And 
therefore, tho I earneſtly deſire a reaſonable Ac 
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| commodation with the Nationateſtabliſh'd Church, 
i for the fake of Chriſtian Peace, and Concord; — 
1 ſhou'd readily and heartily to thoſe Ends join Com- 
= munion with her on Scriptural Terms; Vet till 
=_ | that can be obtained, I think my ſelf bound in Du- 
=. - ty, and Conſcience, and by the Allegiance I owe 
1 to Chriſt as ſole Legiſlator in, and Head of tbe 
1 Church, to exerciſe my Miniſtry among thoſe, ho 
1 will ſubrnitto fuch Order, and Church Diſcipline, 
"kt | as are conſiſtent with the een gde 17. ä 
Wilt tapes 47.78 of the Goſpe ; nh | 5 

Ui Go ow ; you 4 Family; 

; 0 ill you take Care, that — ack it be roar 


ale and'exemplary to others. ? 

-. Anſw. If GoD, in his Providence, ſhall place 
me ſuch a Relation, I ſhall endeavour to 
ws diſcharge the Duties of it, ſuitable-to the common 
| Obligations of Chriſtianity, and the Honour of 
by my particular Character; : af | 

-.Queſt. 8. Mill you Faun u the Amn. of 
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ee e e ate, 

= 2 upon t not : 
= only as my Duty, but Priviledge, Dee 
. mand to . | Admonitions Wich wee en | 
"WHY 5 5 Quelt. . 50 re 1 our 

=" | "4 0 caſe Poe and 7 wie Fo" Dus 
me cha the Matteofmy dal and woſt 
= earneſt yers; and reſolve, thic Ck Arena 

1 ning me, to do ſo; and hope that in cafe aſs fac 
Wit Trial comes, I ſhali not: c¹] 5 even my Life dear to 
me, ſo thut I may win Chriſt; approve my ene 


ful, .and fariſh-1y Courſe with Foy. 
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brick of a Univerſe, the beautiful and 


watds to the expanded Heavens, and contemplate 
Sper els Syſtems of vaſt == glorious Bodies, 
uch fill 255 adorn the immenſe Spaces, that eve- 
y where urround us; when I conſider the nice, 
e Adjuſtment of their comp 
4 oy by WI 2 are retain d in their proper 
9 8 and kept pe ly revolving about their 
pective enters; t 
| who of aß Patts to each other univerſally in 
and 5 to their Quantities of Matter directly, 
Squares vares. of their Diſtances. reci 73 
Attraction or Gravitation plainl plainly app appears 1 

| be a Force, or Energy continually im 


ko witho Ps ee he manera Glen 


being ſuſpended but for 'a Mo 
— Frame, x N ture muſt immediately di = 
When I conſi is terraqueous Globe with its 
wonderful Nn and Appendages; ſo exactly 


% its Products an Inhabitants ; its wiſe and ex- 


| ark PLANES, with reſpect to its Diſtance from 
the San the Center of Light and Heat; the con- 


t and regular Succeſſion of Summer and Winter, 
| 2 Night $299 a mighty" * a0 

the vicinity 1 the conſtant 
BOSE of this 9.0 y whole Annals the 
Niger. of the Sea are continually fir d, and agita- 
I 2 


PII oy ae 5 od Rocks, ap | 


ater-Springs and Ri- 
the n Skill and Contrivance difco- 


SE in | the anten of Br nia; ns dee J 


* 4750 EAN HEN 1 take: A general Surveys this OR | 
| e e of external Nature; when Llook up; 


Mo- 


he mutual Attraction, or Gra- 


| accommodated to the Nature, and Circumſtances 2 


N ang the Tides rais'd 
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plainly in their Formation and Original, abſolutely 
above and beyond all the Powers of Mechaniſm, 
and Laws of Motion, and whole Parts are organiz'c 
conſtructed, and ſet together, on the Principles ol 
a moſt ſurprizing and divine Geometry: In a word; 
when TI regard this glorious Fabrick of univerſal 
Nature, as one vaſt, if not infinite Machine, con- 
ſiſting of an infinite Number of leſſer Machines, 
every one of which is adjuſted by Meaſure and 
Weight; and in which all the infinite Variety of 
natural Effects proceed from a very few, and thoſe 
the moſt ſimple and uncompounded Cauſes: From 
theſe, and ſuch like Conſiderations it appears, even 
to a Demonſtration, to be the perfect Production of 
an Almighty Power, guided and directed by: infi- 
nite, incomprehenſible Wiſdom; it being Cat and 
abſolutely impoſſible in the Nature and Nai of 
the Thing, that the moſt exact Proportion, and 
perfect Order ſhou'd ariſe from meer blind Fatality, 
and unguided Chance; or that the nobleſt, and 
moſt excellent Ends, ſhou'd be obtain'd in the 
whole, and every Part of univerſal Nature, and this 
without any Original Mind, Wiſdom, or Contri- 
vance at all in its Production and Diſpoſal. And 
beſides all this, tis an expreſs Contradiction to 
ſay, that a Series of meer finite, dependent Crea- 
1 . be 8880 d from a a in an ts 
leſs Progreſſion, without any Original, independent 
Cauſe of their Exiſtence. Ho My 5 r 
IBETIE V; therefore, that there has exiſted from 
all Eternity one only Supream, Independent, Self- 
exiſtent Being, of abſolute infinite Perfection, which 
we call Go p; from whom, as the firſt Original 
Cauſe, all other Beings, whether material, or imma- 
terial, viſible or inviſible, have deriv'd their Exi- 
ſtence; and by whom they are upheld, govern'd, 
and diſpos d; whoſe Power is abſolute and unlimi- 
ted, reaching to all Things poſſible, or to whate- 
ever is conſiſtent with the infinite Rectitude; and 
Perfection of his Nature; who, by one ſimple in- 


\ tuitive Act of his >wn infinite Underſtanding, per- 


fectly comprehends himſelf, and all Things without 
him, whether neceſſary or contingent, paſt, preſent 


1 The Comp Faith. 


er d to come; "who! being ſupreamly immutable, "and - 
eternally: good in himſelf, and infinitely -communi- i 
cative of his Goodneſs, has hereby an abſolute Pro- 
2 in, and an uncontroulable Dominion over all 
Treatures.' | „ 

IBELIAV E, that Lewin: the Nature of Mail, es 
2 rational ſelf determining Agent, and his Relation 
to God, his Creator, ſupream Sovereign; and 
chief Good, there reſults a neceſſary, immutable, 
and eternal Obligation to the moſt perfect, and exact 
Obedience, or Conformity to the divine Will, how- 
ever made known to him, either in the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, or by fupernatural and abt : 
Revelation. e 

1 a Aachen of Na- 
rure and eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs requires and * 
obliges us, with reſpect to Gop, that we maintain i 3 
— in our own: Minds the _—_ eſt poſſible > > -=_ 
Honour, Eſteem, and Veneration for Which 5 
muſt expreſ its ſelf in the moſt proper, ad refpe- 
Qtive Influence on all our Paſſions; : and in the ſuita - 
ble Direction of all our Actions; that we worſhip 
and adore him, and him alone; that we e employ our 
whole Being, and all our Powers and Faculties in 
his Service, and to his Glory; that we addreſs our 
ſelves to him conſtantly, for all the good Things 
wee ſtand in need of, and return to him our moſt 
humble and hearty Thanks, and Praiſes, for all the 
Metcies and Benefits which we are continually re - 
ceiving from him: With Reſpe& to our Fellow 
Creatures, that we deal by every one, as we wou'd 
reaſonably expect they ſhou'd deal a: Sec us; and . 
tieularly that we endeavour, as m | ro 
all our Actions, to promote the common meow AY} 5 
Happineſs of our Fellow Creatures: With Regard i 
10 our ſelves; that we maintain conſtantly fuch a- 
Diſpoſition: of Body and Mind, as _ beſt fit and 
enable us to perform our Duty in all oy r Reſpects; 
That we bridle our Appetites with T emperance, 3 

govern our Paſſions with Moderation, and * 1 

our ſelves to the Buſineſs of our _— one] 
2 hes mens with th DURO 
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I BIIRVvx, that as this Law extends it ſelf to 
| all the inward'Thoughtys, Deſires, and Intentions of | 
57 the Mind, as well as to outward Actions; ſo being 
founded in Nature, and the neceſſary Reaſon, and 
Relation of Things, it is abſolutely unchangeable 
and unrepealable; and muſt continue for ever to. 
oblige every reaſonable Creature, as the fix'd Rule 
Of Duty, and Meaſure of the moral Good, and Evil 
of Actions; and conſequently wherever we fail of 
obſerving it in any particular Inſtance, we fall ſhort 
of our Duty, and are guilty of Sin. 
As the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, contain Doctrines of the moſt awful and 
eternal Conſequence, relating to the Glory of Gov, 
and Happineſs of Mankind; as they propound the 
nobleſt, End, viz. the compleat Felicity: of Man in 
the everlaſting 3 of the moſt perfect Ob- 
ject, the ever bleſſed Gop; as they propoſe, in or- 
der to the obtaining of this End, the moſt excel- 
lent, rational, and neceſſary Means, namely; the 
Wl moſt exact aud univerſal Holineſs; inforc'd/ by the 
=: moſt powerful Motives, the tranſcendent, incom- 
; prehenſible Love of Go n to Man, in the Redemp- 
_ tion of a loſt World, by the Sacrifice, and Death of 
his only begotten, and moſt beloved Son; farther 
encourag'd by the Promiſe of a ſupernatural and di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, ' the Co-operation of the holy Spi- 
rit, in order to render the outward Means eftectual 
to the Salvation of Men: As the Truth of theſe 
Writings are yet farther confirm'd,by the exact Cor- 
reſpondence between Scripture Propheſies and E- 
vents in the moſt punctual Accompliſhment of thoſe 
Propheſies: By the moſt numerous and uncontroul- 
able Miracles; particularly in the Reſurrection of Je- 
us Chhriſt, the bleſſed Author of our Religion, from 
the Dead; and the wonderful Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt on his Diſciples, in that ſtupendious Gift of 
Tongues, by which thoſe, who were otherwiſe illi- 
terate, and wholly uninſtructed in the Sciences and 
Languages, were enabled immediately, and without 
__ any previous Meditation, or Study, to go forth thro? 
5 all the World, and preach the Goſpel to all Nations 
N and Languages under Heaven: As the Truth _ Ex- 
"ICE 2 | STS Ccellency 
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inherent and eſſential Characters of a divine Ori- 
ginal, and Authority, added to this miraculous 
external Evidence, I firmly and ſtedfaſtly believe, 
that theſe facred Writings are the infallible Word, 
and Law of GO to Man, containing all things 
neceſſary to be believ'd and practis'd in order to 
Salvation; and that — — and clearly, and in 
à Stile ſo juſtly, and wiſely adapted to the meaneſt, 
and molt vulgar Capacities, that no one who exa- 
mines the Matter, with an honeſt Mind, or ſerious 
Impartiality, can fail of underſtanding it, or remain 
ignorant of his Duty in theſe Reſpects. 
IBELIR VI the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed and 
glorious Trinity, as contain'd in the ſacred Writings; 
that Go p the Father, by an eternal Act of Gene- 
ration, has communicated the divine Nature, and 
Eſſence to the Son, who is the Brightneſs of the 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
fon, in whom dwells the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
Bodily, by whom he made the Worlds, and with- 
out whom was nothing made that was made; who 


_ "was in the Beginning with God, and who was 


"| BeLIiz vs, that the Holy Ghoſt,in a manner 
incomprehenſible to us, proceeds both from the Fa- 
ther and the Son; and becauſe not only the com- 
mon Titles and Denominations, but the infinite 
divine Perfections alſo are in Scripture attributed to 
each of thoſe; therefore, I believe, that as the Fa- 
ther is GO p, ſo likewiſe the Son is Go p, and the 
Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet that there are not 
three, but one only Supream, Independent, Self- 
exiſtent Being, of abſolute infinite Perfection, or 
r I ERR 

IBREIIEVꝝ, that Go p created the firſt Parents 

of Mankind, in a State of Happineſs and Integrity ; 
with'a perfect, 'both r and moral 1 
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Sec] 
| "aw, or the Loſs of the entire Happineſs: of the 
wl 


and Faſſions being in a juſt Subordination to, and 
ander the entire Conduct and Direction of right” 


Innocence and Integrity, GO, as their Creat 
and Supream Sovereign, gave them a compleat 


Pale Law, as the Rule and Meaſure of their . 


edience, and the Condition of Immortality - 
Eternal Life; which Law requir'd/ an exact uni- 


verſa] Conformity to the eternal Rule of Righte- 


dulſneſs, in exerciſing all their Faculties, moderating 
all their Paſſions, and determining all their Actions, 
the Conduct and Direction of right Reaſon: 


Jo which natural Law was ſuperadded one poſitive 
Precept, reſtraining them from eating the Fruit of 


the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, A per- 
fect perſonal Obedience to this whole complex, 
natural, and politive Law, being enforc'd by the 


8 of Death, on any the leaſt Defection, or 
HI: roo rpc / y TS TTOELEY 
20 1 B LEIEXE; Fre Death, here threatned, 
plies not only bare Diſſolution of the Man, in 
e a of the Soul and Body, but alſo the 
ion of both from the divine Preſence and Fa- 


8 


ole Man, Soul and Body, which by an exact Obe- 


dience they were made capable of obtaining. 


* 


I BTT IZ Vs, that. this firſt Covenant, or Law 
of Works was not, or could not be reſtrain d perſo- 
nally to our firſt Parents; but extended to all their 


patural Oft-ſpring, or to the whole humane Race: 


Not that they were Subjects before they were Men, 


or could be conſider'd as under moral Government, 
and the Obligation of the Law, before they had any. 
iſtence: But becauſe this Law, or eter» 


Being or Ex 


* <4 


of, Man's rational Nature, and his Relation to-Gor 


AS his Creator, ſupream Ruler, and chief Good; an 
therefore mult always oblige every reaſonable Crea- 
re, its Exiſtence once ſupposd; Virtue and Vice, 


moral Good and Evil, being cternally and unalte: 


che fame, . I By 


+ FE -4 


_— | \ 


. 
W 
desen, and their Wils readily. dilpos'd to-follow 


he Determinations of a clear Underſtanding, and 
a well inform'd Judgment : That in this State of 


ts = F FTI TS 


I'BnLLE v8, ove our firſt Parents tranſgreſſing 
the whole complex Law of Gon, by their Pride, 
Infidelity, and C Mncupiſcence, in eating the fothid4 
den' Fruit, thereupon loſt their Integrity, and for- 
feited their Happineſs, funk into Senfuality, became 
miſerable Vaſlals to Sin and Satan; their corru 
diſtemper d Appetites and Paſſions obtaining the 
Maſtery of their Reaſon, and prevailing in the ge- 
nteral Determinations,” and Choice of the Man; 
againſt the eternal Rule of Fang ch — 
changeable Law of rational Nature. 
© AND, I believe, that this natural P 18 
ruption, and Defect of legal W S are de- 
riv'd from Adam to all his natural Off. ſpring; and 
this, not only by meer mechanical Neceſſity, and 
the Laws of Nature, and Generation; but by the 
politive Will, and Appointment” of G0 p alſo: 
Hence in the Language and Stile of Scripture, We 
are ſhapen in Iniquity, and conceiv'd":in Sin. 
Hence By one a * enter d into the World, - 
and Death by Sin; aud „ | 
Men; in whom all have fined. ence We find 
2. Lau in our Members, uarrim againſt-the Lau 
a ae Mind, and ringing us into Captivity to 
"fo that when we would do Goo * is 
| preſent with us. And hence, by the Offenc Pure 
or by the firſt Original Tranſgreſſiom, Judge 
came npon all Men ro Condemnatiuvn. 
I BIEIIEVE, that God, in his Infielte \ Wit: 
| Abs and Goodneſs, foreſeeing this general Apoſta- 
cy, and Fall of Man, conſulted his Recovery; and 
to that End enter'd into a Covenant of Redemp- 
tion with his Son, in which Chriſt's Work is aſ- 
fſign'd, and his Reward enſured; that his great 
. Undertaking ſhould be attended with defir'd * Suc- 
ceſs; that he ſhould ſee of the Travail of his Soul 
and be ſatisfied; that he ſhould recover à Seed to 
ſerve him, and eſtabliſſ a Church of Living Mem- 
bers, on a ſure Foundation, to the everlaſting Glo- 
of the Father. % | 
'T BIIIEVE, that in Conſequence of this etet- 
nal Compact and Agreement between the Father, 
ene Son, Jeſus . in „ 
allum' 


>. The Confeſſion of Faith. 


{lam'd Fleſh, took upon him the Nature of Man, 
fulflPd all Righteouſneſs ; and conform'd himſelf 
in particular to the Law of Mediation given him 

by the Father ; and by his perfect Obedience unto- 
Death, compleated the Work of Man's Redemp- 
tion; vanquiſh'd Principalities and Powers; ſub- 
du'd the Devil, who had the Power of Death, and 
_deliver'd his Subjects and Vaſſals; making ſuch a 
Propitiation and Attonement for Sin, as moſt ef- 
fectually anſwer'd the Ends of governing juſtice, 
and enabled him to diſpoſe of the redeemed in 
a way molt ſuitable to his own, and his Father's 


G VVV 
A Dea VE, that in Conſideration of this ef- 
fectual Conqueſt, and Purchaſe of the Redeemer, 
God the Father has appointed him Heir of all. 
Things, put all power and Authority. both in Hea- 
ven and Earth into his Hands, ſubjecting both 
Angels and Men under his Juriſdiction; and there- 
by conſtituted him Supream. Regent, Governour 
and Judge in the Mediatorial Kingdom; or given 
Rim an abſolute Legiſlative and executive Power, in 
order effectually to obtain the Ends of his Death 
e Ee Rey, 
I BELJEys, that Jeſus Chriſt having by the 
Merits of his expiatory Sacrifice, or Death upon 
the Croſs, fully ſatisfied the Demands of offended. 
Juſtice, with regard to the: firſt Law, or Cove- 
nant of Works, and procur'd an abſolute univerſal 
Repeal of the Penalty annex d to that Law, which 
threatned Death to every Sin; and thereby re- 
moy'd that invincible Obſtacle to the Happineſs of 
Mankind, on the Terms ofthe firſt Law, from the 
abſolute impoſſibility of a perfect legal Righteouſ- 
neſs; and having alſo merited, and obtain'd of the 
Father, an Act of Grace, or Indemnity, containing 
the full and free Pardon of Sin, to be diſpens'd 
. according to the Nature and Conſtitution of his 
Evangelical Covenant; he did hereupon, as Lord 
Redeemer, conſtitute a new Law, or Covenant 
of Grace, containing an Univerſal, conditional 
Srant of his purchas d Benefits, Pardon, and Life 
Eternal, to all who ſhould accept him 8 their 
F | | | aviour 
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Saviour, and Lord; and who, by true Repentance, 
and Faith, working by Love, and ſincere Obedi- 
ence, ſhould put themſelves under his Protection; 
and thereby take the Benefit of that gracious. 
indemnifying Act, or full Pardon, Which he has 
purchas d by his Blood, and which he beſtows 
only on theſe Terms, or on Perſons thus qualified 
according to the Nature and Tenor of his Golpeh 
_ "'T BELLE V EZ that Jeſus Chriſt, in order finally 

_ and eftectually to accompliſh his undertaken Work, 

in the Juſtification and Salvation of Sinners, and 
thereby to ſecure to himſelf a Church of living Mem- 
bers, as the Fruit of his Death and Sufferings, does 

vouchfafe to his own People, or to thoſe who are 
in a ſpecial Senſe, given to him by the Father, the 


peculiar Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit; by which they ES 
they are certainly and eventually prevail'd on to be- | 
lieve and embrace the Goſpel, and by Faith, Love, 
and ſincere Obedience, to yield themſelves as loyal 
Subjects to their Lordi Redeemer; Converſion, Rege- 
neration, and the new Nature, or the Reimpreſſion 
of the divine Image on the Soul, being every where 
in Scripture attributed to the peculiar Aſſiſtance 
and Operation of the Spirit of Gop; and declar d 
to be abſolutely above, and beyond all the Powers 
of lapſed; deprav'd Nature. And therefore, I be- 
lieve this 80 Aſſiſtance and divine Grace, to 
be indiſpenſably neceſſary to theſe Ends; and that 
no bare external Means, no force of Reaſon, Ar- 
gument, or moral Swaſion can be ſufficient with: 


Out it. I J 3 I 
I BzL1zve: that Chriſt, as ſole Legiſlator in 
his Church, has annex'd to his Goſpel Covenant 
two poſitive ritual Inſtitutions, or external repre- 
ſenting Signs of the inward Effects and Opera. 
tions of his Spirit and Grace; namely, the Sa- | 2 
craments of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper: By 77 
the former of Which, viz. Baptiſm, thoſe Wu | 
are viſibly; and in the 8 of Charity, Mem- | +. 
bers of his Church, and Heirs apparent of his Hea + - al 
venly Kingdom, are publickly and N e to be : 
| receiv'd, recogniz d, and declar'd as ſuch; and | 


receive 


— 


i 3 receive the full Remiſſion of their Sins by the Blood 
=: of Chrilt ſignified and repreſented by the waſhing _ 
| 3 with Water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
namely, the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, | 
his Death and Sufterings, by his own Will and-Ap+ 
5 pointment, are frequently and ſolemnly to be com- 

3 memorated; and thoſe moſt "ineftimable Bleſſings; 
Benefits, and Fruits of his moſt precious Blood; Ju- 

- ſtificatien, and Life eternal; : thankfully - receiv'd: 
and acknowledged, as they are repreſented, con- 
vey d, and ſealed to true Believers in this holy 

Sacrament. 1 JJ IE rant 26 vet i rota he 2 


„I BzLtzvs, that Jeſus Chriſt, in order to the 
more effectual Propagation of the Goſpel, and ren- 
dring it fruitful in the Hearts and Lives of its Pro- 
feſſors, and for the due and regular Management of 
Chriſt ian Societies and Worſhip, has conſtituted and 
1 appointed a ſtated, ſettled Miniſtry in his Church, 
it | to continue to the End of the World; ſeparated from 
_ all ſecular Employments and Avocations, and more 
| immediately devoted to the Care of Souls, in dif- 
penſing the Word, Sacraments, and all the Chri- 
1 . Kun Inſtitutions; to which holy Work, I believe, 
r they are, according to the Will and Appointment 
= of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, to be publickly and ſo- 
1 lemnly ordain d, ſeparated, and ſet apart by the 
mt I Tmpolition of Hands and Prayer, | 
IST IVI, that Jelus Chriſt, as Lord Redemer, 
wt! and in . Conſequence of his ſupram Commiſſion 
_ and Authority, will, at the end of this Evangelical 
—_— —_ Diſpenſation, or at the Conſummation of all Things, 
come to judge the World: That he will deſcend 
1 from Heaven in the Glory of his Father, and at? 
1 . tended with his holy Angels; and having by his 
1 Almighty Power rais d the Dead, both ſmall and 
1 whole human Race, or natural Off ſpring of Adam, 
. with the fall'n Angels to his Bar; and after the moſt 
exact and circumſtantial Trial, according to the Na- 
| ture and Conſtitution of his Goſpel Law, he will paſs 
BY a righteous Sentence upon all Men, both good and 
_ bad: On thoſe who have here fought ay | 
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"The e Confe ſion of 


Faith. 


; 77 and finiſh'd their Chriſtian — — 
LOW.2 Crown. of Life, and pronoimee nn 


th pardoning, abſolving Sen 5 Come ye : 
1% ny Father, inherit the & 1 eee 
Law 4M Foundation of the Hor Id. But on 
impenitent Sintiers, © who rejected His 1 
races” or abus d and turn d it into Wanronnel 
N demed the. Truth, or held it in Un- 
righteouſneſs ; who deny'd the Lite that bought 
them, and wou'd not hay is Man to reign over 
them, he will denounce: that dreadful Sentence; 5 
Fs, om me ye Curſed: into 2 80 re, 2 | 
| | N Hen | | 
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been ſo muc 


— 


dhe, equal Care in perfor- 

— ming it. Lou have, like 
Timothy, profeſs'd/a good Profeſſion before many 
Witneſſes; but tis your future Conduct muſt ſhew 


ch, and ſo well faid already this Day, 
concerning the Character; and Work of Miniſters, 
it may ſeem needlefs for me to add any thing far- 
ther. But it being made my Province. to direct 
ſome word of Advice to you my Brother in parti- 
cular, I ſhall do it with A ehar Prondory: Candouy 


how much YOUR. in Earneſt. "After there has 


and Seriouſneſs, that the Importance of the Mat- 


ter requires. And I ſhall offer you nothing by way 
of Advice, give you nothing in Charge, but what 
I would at the ſame Time charge upon my own 
Conſcience ; and however defective I may have 
been, reſolve, by Go D's Help, to comply with. 
The chief Heads of what I ſhall fay unto you, 


may be found in St. Baul's Epiſtles to Timothy, 
ne tht 0 Tires, and are ſome of thoſe Rules 


"or 


„ Ex: HO WT, 0 "= 
or: ape he there layse down concerning ne 


| EE ian 3 850 Hayy of CROP 
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I "* 
1 Tus firſt . 3 8 10 
is, that you be throughly ſenſible what — 
and Priviledge Gb has confer'd/ upon 
calling you to this ſacred Work, and than 
him upon the Account of it. You are a Minter 
not of an Earthly, but of the Heavenly King : 
Ambaſſadour for Chriſt, a Steward of NG te. 
ries of Go pz are ſet apart for the Service of brit 
Ina peculiar Manner. : You are appointed to carry | 
on the ſame noble and uſeful Work, that the Son 
of God did when here upon Earth; are to treat 
with Sinners about their Reconciliation” to Gon, 

- and eternal Salvation. Vou are call'd to oppoſe 
the Devil's Kingdom, e promote the Kingdom 
of Chriſt in the World, and in the Soul; are made 

an Inſtrument to deliver Men from Ignorance, Er- 
ror, Sin and Miſery, and promote their Faith, 

. Knowledge; Holineſs, and Happineſs. Such is your - 
Station, ſuch the Work you are:call'd to: And fares 
ly then tis no ſmall Honour, and Pri viledge that is f 
conſer d upon you. Bhiloſophers. who made it 
their Bulinels to inſtruct, and inform Mankind, 
were juſtly accounted Honourable: - What. Honour 
then are they rais'd to; who are Miniſters in 
Chriſt's Spiritual r are imploy d in bring 
ing Men to — Knowledge of Faith in, and 
dience to him, wherein — trueſt Happineſs on- 
fits. The ingenious, and pious Mr. Herbert, 

when he had Occaſion to ſpeak of Chriſt; us d to 
—— eG w . peculiar been avi 


„eee ay improving in . 
ind Views, and of nobel your on Salvas: 
Yon, 9 the ble Goods. Be 1 
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he put it into your 


Providence, for you 18 n rap 


/ 


i Mews: ae theſe 


1 n 
— the Honours an rarer 


* confer'd upon you, and thänkful to him; 
ankful that he put it into the Hearts of your 
Friends to educate you a Scholar; thankful "har 

Hs to devote :your {elf to 
this Work; and that he opened a Way, in 121 
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an. T Tung l ws would: Pe Hows \ Lore 


OE to it. 


that you conſider ſeriouſſy, w 2 and 


portant Fruſt is — to you; The Traſk 

of Souls, ein e immortal, and Rd nich Chriſt 

"ranfom” d char kis:own od an aw f Truſt 

and well may 9 on 3 Se. Paul, who 
binge? 


$80 6% Food 1 1 13. 13 
Aa ice is, TIO fe” right 
4 us great and awful you propoſe Neo 
any bal 0 N Ends, as to enrich —. 


gam Applauſe, to make à Figure in the Wouds 


—— the eee ee and by e a 
part for the GO p, an us, 

To deliver: Men from che Bondage of Sin, Igno- 
ranee, and Miſeryg got an them Know- 
ledge, Piety, and Happineſs 5 to promote the Glory 


of Gon; the Proſperity vf the Werd and the 


the Knowledge you have gain d will be loſt a 


great: Att 


Salvation of Souls. They that make Hendur or 
Gain their chief End, in taking on them the 

mitiſterial Charactet, are wretchedly 17 85 and 
oy of che vilelt of Ponal BORA BE PH” 
E. 2 "BY a S46FK 

ons M 1 het Nane Jag that ee nine 
Mind, encfeaſe your Stock of Knowledge, 1 make 
no Doubt but that you are already conſiderably: 
farnifh'd; but you thould be ſtill, however; ma- 


king farther Improvements: And without Care b 


and the Mind grow poor and barret And let me 
adviſe you to be moſt careful te improve in that 

— which will be moſt ſubſervient to 
great Work. Ms imploy much Time, and 
| ns "rhe Helly e 
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TE the g great Rule of your”! reaching. 
Cy . from whence your Matter muſt be drawn. 
Part of St. Paul's Advice ro Timothy is, that he 

1d give attendance to Rea ding 3 and he mens". 

tian R ts his Praiſe, that from 4 Child he had 
known the Holy Ser tutes. iq; ſhould endea- 
vour to know as much of G o25'2s Ibu can; to 
know Him as the "firſt Cauſe, ai Fi: End vt" all 


ſelt and as he ig in | g en Bop 
quaint your ſelf with: Glotious Defign of | 

Sinners By M be it, with the een e the 
new Cowen e res, che Pro- 

miles Tt era the Directions it gives. os TS one 

great Part of a Miniſter's Buſineſs, to inſtruct Peb- 

e - but how can he do this, un- 

leſs he js well inſtructed Himfelf ? And the Wa 7 5 

be fo, is carefully to ſtudy the Scriptures. | 

Word of GD ne ach Treafure; but it i is 

not à 'Freaſure lying upon the Surface, for every 

. __ careleſs und lazy Perſon to gather up; but it is 
Treaſure: lying in the Mine; and they that meam 

to Polleſd it, muſt dig and Hbour after it. And 

2 = Order to improve your Mind, let me ad- 

9 Nerodelſeh, an Prejutice, 6 you can, fie 

eur prepoſſe on 2 ice, open to receive 
Truth from whatever { rit comes. Take not 
Things meerly upon Truſt ſuſpend your Aﬀent 
n *till Evidence forces it from you. If 705 take your” | 
Notions upon Truſt; you will not make A right 

Uſe of your Faculties, nor anfwer GO Hs. End in 

giving them : And if you ſtore up never ſo many 

Things at this Rate, it wil tend but little ta your 
Inprovement 3 and if you are in the Right, it is 

ver of you Chance, nor will G 12 D think e ever brow 


* 3 Ts 2; # 
: S 25 7 4 5 * 2 _ 4 1 
nn © bart; Nos 


5 Take als Cie pic wht 5? yori Rinitchghs but _ 
af your Faith; that you are a ſincete Believer. * 
c Nos ht to be fatisfied your ſelf of the Truth % 
and Reafonablenely of thoſe” Things, you would: 1 

perſwade others to belie ve and pr St. Paul 
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Reaſon and Conſcience. And the more 0 © 
this, the more you will be-confirm'd in the Belt ; 
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are Preaching, private Inſtruction, Catechiſing, 
and Diſcipline; all which, I think, are contain d 
that Exhortation of. the Apoſtle, 2 Tim: iv. 2. 
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 Preath: the Word, be inſtant in Sea on and out 
855 aſon; vepro ve, rebuke, "exhort, ” 5 1255 = 
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5 4x: As to Fegg You oof to d pies 
"Thoughts: in as plain and clear a manner, as you 
are able, to ſuit your Diſcourſes to the meaneſt 
Capaci les. Thoſe: Miniſters very much fail in 
their Duty, who take no care to level their Dil. 
courſes to the Capacities of the People, who. 
tower above them in high Flights of Language 
and àiry Notions; 48 if they aimd more to ſhew 
their Farts and Learning, than to inſtrugt 27 
edify. Such Men contradict the very Deſign of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry which is to profit Perſons of 
all ſorts; the We and weakelt, as well as thoſe 
of a flier Taſte," and larger Capacity." It was 
foretold'of our Saviour, that great Teacher ſent 
from Gop, that he. ſhould feed Bic Flock © like 
. "Shepherd, ſhould Lat hen the Lambs in bis Ar 
and carry them in bis Beofom, and gently lead 5 
that were with young; which figurative Expréſ- 
ſions ſer” forth, how condeſcendingly. he ſhould 
treat his People, when he came to inſtruct them; 
and ſueh Was his Practice throu 2 the Courſe 
of His Miniſtry; and Ty ear the Goſpet - to the 
2 and THiterate i] 125 manner, as they could 


"Te Exionrevion cb ”" 


And 7 e 16. "He commands 
Per and irt kim 2 ſueceeding Miniſters, t food 
not only 55 Sheep, i. e. knowing and im 


N et but his Lambs, the youn Ps 
riorant ; theſe indeed are in age 5 
ce to be car'd for, becauſe leaſt- capable of 
Teck for themſelves: - The great Apoſtle, and 
| er of the G 5880 ed not das de tells 
us) Excellen or 'of "Wiſdom, pom- 
oak Frag lo g and Expreticn, 5 in declaring 
he Teſtimony of Got, but us'd"*mmch Plainnefs 
of Speech, ſuited his Diſcourſes to the meaneſt 


Capacities. They then that take another Method, 
that” wrap up what they ſay in obſcure Terms, 
that uſe obſolete or ambiguous Words and Phraſes, 
. ſuch a * of Language that dazzles, but 
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F of the Go TE to 58 Frecepts pf 
Scripture, and the NO of Chriſt, and it 
Apoſtles; and they go not the 1557 to pond, 6 
Church, of Chriſt, to ſatisfy; their; own Con, 
ences, nor to. gain the Chara ex and. the Reger 
of fathful-Miniſjers ; and however; they mah Be 
| pleas'd 9 7 their own Perf rmanres, and thin 
5 0 en in 
bove vulgar Capacities, 
n Folly and Vagit 5 
and ren W ee the more 8 
in oe Opining. | of the be {20d eg 
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better, more havey in, themldves, 
ET c his World, ant n | 
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ae flere, dolendym oft; lays: A got 
enough that Miniſters. UMivertiroportant: 8. — 
and-ule; clear and proper Langyage, but Ke nt 
ſpeak, with that. Concern as is fuitable to 
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|| _ movingandperlwalive Manner, if they will gan 
their Attention, and win their Hearts, improve. 
their Minds, and reform their Lives. All I. ſhall. 
farther ſay concerning Preaching. is, that you; 
5 ought; accordin to St. Paul's Exa | le, to de- 
dare unto the People the whole Counſel of Gop, 
5 the ſeveral Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity; 
: ought to conceal Nothing that you think may be 
. of uſe to improve their Mi nds, and. regulate F theis 
: Conduct; teaching them: (ſays our Saviour) 40 0b 
|  ſerve'all Things whatſoever 1 have: commanded you, — 
5 Mat. xxviii. 20. Tou ſhould endeavour to reclam >, 
thoſe, to whom you Few from every erroneous, 
Principle, and every ſinſul Practice ;; to bring them 
5 to yield univerſal Obedience to the Precepts of the 
taking on you this Sacred Office; and this is what 
both & o o and Man expect from yu. 
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(2,) As to private Iuſtruction; this tao ought to 
be a part of your Care. Think not all the Work © 
of a Miniſter conſiſts only in publick Exerciſes, | 


and that he is call d to be yſeful no other Way, 
| Theſe, how well ſoever perform d, are but part 
. upon other Acegunts. Lis requir d of Miniſters XA 
do be inſtant, not only in Seaſon, but qut of Sea- 
= ſon; i. e. not only to-preach in Puplick, but, upon 
all convenient Opportunities, to inſtruct Perſons 
Private too. There may be ſome Things need 
to be told Perſons, that are not fit for public 
/ Diſcourſes, and that require à particular Addzels. 
In Private, Perſons may diſcover their Doubts and 
. Seruples, produce their Objections, lay open the 
. State of their Minds and Hearts, and ſo receive 
Advice and Inſtruction better. One: great Part of 
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2 Miniſter's. private Work conſiſts in viſiting cl 
ons, and ſo have the more need of that which is 
private. In Siekneſs People's Minds are generally 

more open -o Advice and Inſtructien, than at 


other Times, This takes em off from won 
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The Er N 
1 dach the near Proſpect of Dis” Jug: 
ment, and Eternity, that they have before ; 
Abeakens them to a ſerious Coficerh'for their Souls 
moves Averſion a * Prejudice, and renders Rea 
fuſeeptible of good Inſtruction 3*and” they: 
the utmoſt Need of it at ſuch 4 critical ' Time. 
Wherefore let not ſick Perſons want your Viſits, 
your Counſel and Admonition ;; addreſb chem with 
Sreat Compaſſion and Serien exhort mow to 
examine the State of their Souls, to ſurde. _ 
paſt Lives; endeavour to make Allem Löalble ot 
| * ny 12 humble and penltent upon account 
before them the Mercies of Gop 
: x il Jeſus; but give them no 1 couragement 
td expect Gop's Mercy upon any other Te! 
LR 6a 8 
$6 3 Fx 435 y 4* 8 
As to Cateeifing ; wales this elle 1 Part of 
our Work. Take this Method to inſtruct young 
— — 7 = the Principles of Religion; and let 
them not learn by Rote, but "endeavour to make 
them underfland the Meaning of what they ay. | 
And in Order to this, it would be à good Way to 
1 ut tkem not. only upon learning the Catechiſm, 
but alſo upon learning, or at let = reading; 
ſome judicious Expoſition of it. In the primitive 
Times, CatechiGrig was made one great Part of 
— es Work; and not only. Children and 
$ Perſons, but ſuch as were Elder, ſubs 
Ae to this way of Inſtruction; and Chriſtians 
were then far more c onſpicuous'in "Knowledge and 
Virtue; to which happy State of the Church, this 
_ Care that was: taken! in Etage as doubtleſs 5 
very et ee DE ve. | 125 5 


wie fe: ha . eusht to make 
rf Care. He that 66nfiders the Titles 

given them in Scripture; the Rela- 

they are placed, the Trſtructiens gi> 
e 3 and te the People 
AWovt Submiſon and „ wil net "help 
thinking thy'to bes pare of thelr Work and B.. 
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Po "Make then part of your Care; Tabour eo 
3 od Order: on __ —_— * will, 
to keep' dl all” -cormmitt: © your Charge wi 
the Bounds of Duty, to reclaim them when Wan- 
dring, and. if they. return, joyfully receive them. 
But if no Method will prevail ta bring them tb 
2 and Amendment, let them be cut off 
om Chriſtian: Communion, and not ſuffered to 
bring Chrilt; _— i profane 1 Ordi- 
n f Re 3. gt 3 TR 75 . 2 : 1 1 


7 My. next Advice is, that at you maintain 4 FA 
rious Tem AA e Conſcience. Piety is 
an eſſenti Gal dean af 2 Miniſter, and he 
.ought always to be under its warmeſt 
Tis the Work of Miniſters to kindle a Blame: of 
Piety and Devotion in the; Breaſts of others; but 
how unlikely ate they to do this, if Strangers to 
ſuch a — themſelves? They that diſcourſe af 
the Beauty of Holineſs, the Bleſſedneſs of à good 
. Conſcience; the Hopes of Heaven, and Neceſſity 
of working out one's Salvation, and at the fame 
time experience Nothing of . they ſay, will 
hardly excite thoſe Motions in other Mens Hearts 
. oy felt in their own: Whereas he that is 
holy, and ſincerely devoted to God, ſpeaks: the 
Language of Pd Heart, and will be likely to reach 
the Hearts of others. How: can it be thought 
that he, that is not in good earneſt. 8 far 
the Salvation of his own-Soul,-will be ſo.for the 


, Souls of others? | And bow can n . 


pect the Bleſſing of Go? Expect to perform 
V ork. nd, or be ſucceſsful i in it And how © 
is it ſor one that is eſtranged from wn and 
void of 258 jor mon 1 to "dangle ah on 
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i and a Avoid whatever may give 
uſt Cauſe of O nce, and 'gecaſion the Name 
of your great Maſter to be reproach'd. You mult | 
* hey content with tiegative Virtue. only 

Q | only. 
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. The EX HORTAT ION. 
_ only be blameleſs, but exemplary: Let jour Light 
Jo jhine before Men, that they may e = +7 
Mor br. Such was Chriſt, 5 ſuch ought all his 
Followers to be. Miniſters eſpecially ſhould take 
great Care of their Conduct. There are many 
Hyes upon them. Wicked Men watch for their 
Halting, and are glad 2 ſpy: any Blemiſh 
or Fault, and from hence take Occaſion'to vilifie 
their Sacred Order, and the Chriſtian Religion it 
ſelf. Good Men at the ſame time are troubled, 
and too often ſtumbled thereby. He that is at the 
Fame time a Preacher up of Virtue and Piety, and 
an open Tranſgreſſor of its Rules, is guilty of a 
double Offence, . in not only being irregular him- 
ſelf, but in encouraging the Irregularities of others. 
- __ He bids Men not to do, by his Actions, what he 
dic chem do by his Word; and Actions will be 
found: to perſwade moſt powerfully; and tis un- 
ſpeakable what Hurt Miniſters of à ſcandalous Ex- 
ample do in the World, how much they promote 
the Cauſe of Infidelity; and moſt ſad is it to con- 
ſider What Shoals of miſerable Wretches they are 
_ drawing to Hell after them. No wonder there- 
__ foxe that St. Paul ſo earneſtly recommends a blame- 
Jo leſs and exemplary Life to Miniſters, and is ſo par- 
*ticular in the Enumeration of thoſe Virtues that 
ſhould adorn their Character. The Servant of the 
"Lord (fays he) muſt not . ſtrive, but be gentle to 
all Alen, apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs in- 
ftructing thoſe that pt. themſelves, not given 
to Wine, no Striker, not greedy - of - filthy' Lucre, 
not 4 Brawler,. not covetous, not lifted up with 
Pride and Self-Conceit,” "muſt be vigilant, pru- 
5 dent, grave, modeſt, given to. 9 chari- 
1 | table, a Lover of ous Men, wiſe,” juſt, | boly, 
= faithful, inur d to Hardſhip, exeinplary in Wor 
1 in Cenverſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity, in all Things ſbewing a Pattern of good 
Vi- 
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tues, and ſet them before you. 
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Morks. Now T ſhall draw out ſome of thele 
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own thoſe Gifts and Endowments you are really 
zoffef#d of. | You ſhould no more difown' thole 
that you have, than pretend to thoſe you have 
not. This is a miſtaken Notion of Humility, and 
is often usd to diſguiſe our Pride, and get the 
more Praiſe and Eſteem. Men thould” thankfull7ß 
a cknouiledge the Giſts and Bleſſings GOD has 
given them, and make them as uſeful as poſſible 
to themſelves and others. Humility confiſts in 
having a modeſt Opinion of What we are and do; 
in avoiding in our Words and Actions every Thing _—_ 
that looks like Boaſting and Vainglory; in being 1 
indifferent toward the gaudy things of the World; 
in being aftable and courteous, forwarder to give 
Place to others, than to take Place of them; in 
being ready to give Men their juſt Praiſe and Com- 
mendation; in a chearſul allowing them all due 
Preheminence over our ſelves, and in being ready 
to ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices in order to do 
good. This is true Humility, and tis a Character 
that Miniſters ſhould be very careful to maintain. 
They ſhould entertain lowly Thoughts of them- 
ſelves; ſhould" in their Baiaviser, their Dreſs, 
their Furniture, whatever belongs to them, ſhew - 
à humble Temper, not mind Pigh Things, but ; 
condeſcend to Men of low Degree, being not 4 
wiſe in their own Conceits ; © ſhould carry it re- 
ſpectfully to their Brethren, to their People, to all 
Men; ſtoop never ſo low if they may do good by 
it: They ſhould be eaſy of Acceſs, and not think, 
as ſome have done, to maintain their Character, 
by Stiflneſs, Reſervedneſs, and a haughty, imp e- 
-rious Carriage, by wrapping themſeldes up, and 
making Acceſs to them difficult, as if they were 
2 Sort of Oracles, that muſt not be approached 
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and even thoſe, whom eee and haugbty 
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, 1 Ae grep wy cps ogra _ _ os rays was 
a Favour to have any Thing to do]! The Example 


of their great Maſter was quite ontrary t this, 


EAA. mble and ending.” He chat 
W by Angels, was the Maker and Lord 


of the Worlds, was the brighteſt Image of his 
Father's Glory, left 8 for Earth, became 
bject to Infancy, to ty, to Shame 


and | 
Death it ſelf: Not the leaſt Spark of Pride appear 1 


in his whole Conduct; he conversd familiarly 
with the. meaneſt ſort ot People; and treated even 
5 and Courtely, 


f Hand dige 40 look upon, 'be 
Bis Company. 40a an 83 5 


5 Humiliey Was his becoming ſubject to his poor 
: 3 7 His preacl 15 2 Solf to the + op ? 


is waſhing his owt Ro 
e tells us, 
his l 5 and 


1 Bog has is A 3 

| ide a Glutton, or 

: wanton CHOW makes but an 

i . _ Men, worſe among C briſtians, 
and among Miniſters. Such eſpecially 


Wor 
E n bodily Pleaſures, of pur- 


ing Senſuality. The G reco 


ſuing; Things agreeable ry.che Heſh, anc 7 — 
= abſtomious way of Living, quite oppoſite 


Luxury and Exceſs. Ohriſt too * an ex 


lent . in this Reſpect; He was een 
the Pleaſures of of . Senſe, was inur d to Faſting and 
inence, and in all his Behaviour and Conyer- 
Gation 115 this he preferr'd: other Joys before 
theſe.carthly Delights. Surely they that Ul them- 
ſelves his Miniſters ought to imitate him herein. 
Tis a Shame for them te be Slaves to their Ap- 
Pe — ang place their chief Happineſs, in — 4 
Entertainments. Such * — is an 
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| _ will hinder eh, hem Sued] ſtudyi 


Duty of their Place, In the primi de ie, 
Miniſters, and even private Chriſtians, were very 
ſober and temperate, not fond of gratify ing their 
carnal Appetites. Faſts were more common #mong 
them then re na of being remarkable 
_ tor irre ere N ey were remar 
able for Mortificatiom and Self-denyal'; And here- 
by thy brought Honbur: to their great Lord, to 
the Goſpel, and to themſelves; and this was one 
the G that brought ſo many of the Heathens-in | 
Love with Chriſtians, and made them Converts 
to it; but in after Ages, Miniſters; as Well as 
other Chriſtians; too generally: leftiolf their tem- 
e way of Iving, and indulg d to Luxury, 
: tao nantes df Exte(s:; and this looſe and ſen- 
| ſual Life of its "Profeſſors, eſpecially of Miniſters; 
one” I bing eee caſt Diſhoneur on Reli« 
n, obſtructed xhe Glory of G n and the 
| Gbod of Souls, and broaghrinfte” Milchiefs in 
1 ang tory v 5 | "8 ot ; te 25 f "© og ry 


— — e that 4 rm — 40 to 2005 
40 je even ſo o then, If youare-call'd'to judge 
in any Caſe, to decide any eee year 
Perſons, paſs a'righteous 
your ſincere Sentiments w CN or you. 
ſection. In your Aena Reproofs, deal 
lainly with the Rich as well as the Pebr. In yo 
2ounſel and 38 be as ready to inſtruct the 
: 20 2 4 1 Nr 
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Tuhete are töe many, and that amomz Miniſters, 
whole Temper is very remote ftom Charity: "Who 5 
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